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CHAPTER  I. 

PaELIMINAEY  PSlITKrLES.* 

The  Presbyterian  Church  In  the  United  States  of  Ame¬ 
rica,  in  presenting  to  the  Christian  public  the  system  of 
union,  and  the  form  of  government  and  discipline  which 
they  have  adopted,  have  thought  proper  to  state,  by  way 
of  introduction,  a  few  of  the  general  principles  by  which 
they  have  been  governed  in  the  formation  of  the  plan. 
This,  it  is  hoped,  will,  in  some  measure,  prevent  those 
rash  misconstructions,  and  uncandid  reflections,  which 
usually  proceed  from  an  imperfect  view  of  any  subject ; 
as  Avell  as  make  the  several  parts  of  the  system  plain,  and 
the  whole  perspicuous  and  fully  understood. 

They  ai’e  unanimously  of  opinion ; 

I.  That  “God  alone  is  Lord  of  the  conscience;  and  hath 
left  it  free  from  the  doctrines  and  coimnandments  of 
men,  which  are  in  anything  contrary  to  his  word,  or  be¬ 
side  it,  in  matters  of  faith  or  worship  Therefore,  they 
consider  the  rights  of  private  judgment,  in  all  matters 
that  respect  religion,  as  universal,  and  unalienable :  they 
do  not  even  wish  to  see  any  religious  constitution  aided 
by  the  civil  power,  further  than  may  be  necessary  for  pro¬ 
tection  and  security,  and,  at  the  same  time,  equal  and 
common  to  all  others. 

II.  That,  in  perfect  consistency  with  the  above  princi¬ 
ple  of  common  riglit,  every  Christian  church,  or  union  or 
association  of  particular  churches,  is  entitled  to  declare 
the  terms  of  admission  into  its  communio7i,  and  the 
qualifications  of  its  ministers  and  members,  as  well  as  the 
whole  system  of  its  internal  government  which  Christ 
hath  appointed  that,  in  the  exercise  of  this  right,  they 
may,  notwithstanding,  err,  in  making  the  terms  of  com¬ 
munion  either  too  lax  or  too  narrow:  yet,  even  in  this 
case,  they  do  not  infringe  upon  the  liberty,  or  the  rights, 
of  others,  but  only  make  an  improper  use  of  their  own. 

III.  That  our  blessed  Saviour,  for  the  edification  of  the 
visible  Church,  which  is  his  body,  hath  appointed  officers, 
not  only  to  preach  the  Gospel  and  administer  the  sacra¬ 
ments  ;  but  also  to  exercise  discipline,  for  the  preserva¬ 
tion  both  of  truth  and  duty;  and,  that  it  is  incumbent 
upon  these  officers,  and  upon  the  whole  church,  in  whose 


*  Note.— This  introductory  chapter,  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  the  first  sentence,  was  first  drawn  up  by  the  Synod 
of  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  and  prefixed  to  the  Form 
of  Government,  etc.,  as  published  by  that  body  in  17SS. 
In  that  year,  after  arranging  the  plan  on  which  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church  is  now-  governed,  the  Synod  w-as  divided 
into  four  Synods,  and  gave  place  to  the  General  Assem¬ 
bly,  which  met  for  the  first  time  in  17S9. 


name  they  act,  to  censure,  or  cast  out,  the  erroneous  and 
scandalous ;  observing,  in  all  cases,  the  rules  contained  in 
the  word  of  God. 

IV.  That  tr!’th  is  in  order  to  goodness ;  and  the  great 
touchstone  or  truth,  its  tendenev  to  promote  holiness; 
according  to  our  Saviour’s  rule,  “‘by  their  fruits  ye  shall 
know  them:”  And  that  no  opinion  can  be  either  more 
pernicious  or  absurd,  than  that  which  brings  truth  and 
talsehood  upon  a  level,  and  represents  it  as  of  no  conse¬ 
quence  what  a  man’s  opinions  are.  On  the  contrary, 
they  are  persuaded,  that  there  is  an  inseparable  connec¬ 
tion  between  faith  and  practice,  truth  and  duty.  Other- 
wi.se,  it  would  be  of  no  consequence  either  to  discover 
truth,  or  to  embrace  it. 

^  V.  That  while  under  the  conviction  of  the  above  prin¬ 
ciple,  they  think  it  necessary  to  make  effectual  provision, 
that  all  who  are  admitted  as  ti“acher.s,  be  sound  in  the 
f.iith ;  they  also  believe  that  there  are  truths  and  forms, 
with  respect  to  which  men  of  good  characters  and  prin¬ 
ciples  may  differ.  And  in  all  these  they  think  it  the  dutj', 
both  of  private  Chri-stians  and  societies,  to  exercise  mu¬ 
tual  forbearance  tow-ards  each  other. 

\  I.  That  though  the  character,  qualifications,  and 
authority  of  church  officers,  are  ]ai(l  down  in  the  Holy 
Scriptures,  as  well  as  the  proper  method  of  their  investi¬ 
ture  and  institution ;  yet  the  election  of  the  persons  to 
the  exercise  of  this  authority,  in  any  particular  society, 
is  in  that  society. 

VII.  That  all  church  power,  whether  exercised  by  the 
body  in  general,  or  in  the  way  of  representation  by  delq- 
gated  authority,  is  only  ministerial  and  declarative;  That 
is  to  sail,  that  the  Holy  Scripture.?  are  the  only  rule  of 
faith  and  manners;  that  no  church  judicatory  ought  to 
pretend  to  make  laws,  to  bind  the  conscience  in  virtue  of 
their  ow-n  authority  ;  and  that  all  their  decisions  should 
be  founded  upon  the  revealed  will  of  God.  Now'  though 
it  w'ill  easily  be  admitted,  that  all  synods  and  councils 
m.ay  err,  through  the  frailty  inseparable  from  humanity  ; 
yet  there  is  much  greater  danger  from  the  usurped  claim 
of  m.aking  law's,  than  from  the  right  of  judging  upon 
laws  already  made,  and  common  to  all  who  ju'ofess  Uio 
gospel ;  althouirh  this  right,  as  necessity  requires  in  the 
present  state,  be  lodged  with  fallible  men. 

VIII.  Lastly.  That,  if  the  preceding  scriptur.al  and 
rational  principles  be  steadfa.stly  adhered  to,  the  vigor 
and  strictness  of  its  discipline  will  contribute  to  the  glory 
and  happiness  of  any  church.  Since  ecclesiastical  disci¬ 
pline  must  be  purely  moral  or  si>iritnal  in  its  object,  and 
not  attended  with  any  civil  effects,  it  can  derive  no  forco 
whatever,  but  from  its  own  ju.stice,  the  approbation  of  an 
impartial  public,  and  the  countenance  and  blessing  of  the 
great  Head  of  the  church  universal. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

OF  THE  CHURCH. 

I.  Jesus  Ciiiust,  wlio  is  now  exalted  fai’  above  all  prin¬ 
cipality  and  power,  hath  erected,  in  this  world,  a  kin<^- 
doin,  which  is  las  church. 

II.  The  universal  church  consists  of  all  those  persons 
in  every  nation,  together  with  their  fchildren,  who  make 
profession  of  the  holy  religion  of  Christy  and  of  submis¬ 
sion  to  his  laws. 

III.  As  this  immense  multitude  cannot  meet  together 
in  one  place,  to  hold  communion,  or  to  worship  God,  it  is 
reasonable,  and  warranted  hy  Scripture  example^  that 
they  should  be  divided  into  many  particular  churches. 

IV.  A  particular  church  consists  of  a  number  of  pro¬ 
fessing  Christians,  with  their  oifspring  voluntarily  asso- 
ciated  together,  for  divine  worship  and  godly  living, 
agreeably  to  the  Holy  Scriptures;  and  submitting  to  a 
certain  form  of  government. 


CHAPTER  III. 

OF  THE  OFFICERS  OF  THE  CHURCH. 

I.  Our  blessed  Lord  at  first  collected  his  church  out  of 
different  nations,  and  formed  it  into  one  body,  by  the 
mission  of  men  endued  with  mir.aculous  gifts,  which  have 
long  since  ceased. 

II.  The  ordinary  and  perpetual  officers  in  the  churqh 
are,  Bishops,  or  I^astors  ;  the  representatives  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  usually  styled  Ruling  Elders,  and  Beacons. 

CHAPTER  lY. 

OF  BISHOPS  OR  PASTORS. 

The  pastoral  office  is  the  first  in  the  church,  both 
for  dignity  and  usefulness.  TIlc  person  toko  Jills  this  office, 
hath,  in  the  Scripture,  obtained  different  names  expressive 
of  his  various  duties.  As  he  has  the  oversight  of  the  flock 
of  Christ,  he  is  termed  Bishop.*  As  he  feeds  them  with 
spiritual  food  he  is  termed  Pastor.  As  he  serves  Christ 
in  his  church,  he  is  termed  Minister.  As  it  is  his  duty  to 
be  grave  and  j)rudent,  and  an  example  of  the  flock,  and 
to  govern  well  in  the  house  and  kingdom  of  Christ,  he  is 
termed  Presbyter  or  Elder.  As  he  is  the  messenger  of 
God,  he  is  termed  the  Angel  of  the  church.  As  he  is  sent 
to  declare  the  will  of  God  to  sinners,  and  to  beseech 
them  to  be  reconciled  to  God  through  Christ,  he  is  termed 
Ambassador.  And  .as  he  dispenses  the  manifold  grace  of 
God,  and  the  ordinances  instituted  by  Christ,  he  is  termed 
Steward  of  the  mysteries  of  God. 

CHAPTER  Y. 

OF  RULING  ELDERS. 

PkULiNG  elders  are  properly  the  representatives  of  the 
people,  chosen  by  them  for  the  purpose  of  exercising  gov¬ 
ernment  and  discipline,  in  conjunction  with  pastors  or 
ministers.  This  office  has  been  understood,  by  a  great 
part  of  the  Protestant  Eeformed  Churches,  to  be  desig¬ 
nated,  in  the  Holy  Scriptures,  by  the  title  of  govern¬ 
ments  ;  and  of  those  who  rule  well,  but  do  not  labor  in 
the  word  and  doctrine. 


CHAPTER  YI. 

OF  DEACONS. 

The  Scriptures  clearly  point  out  deacons  as  distinct 
officers  in  the  church,  whose  business  it  is  to  take  care  of 
the  poor,  and  to  distribute  among  them  the  collections 
which  may  be  raised  for  their  use.  To  them  also  may  be 
properly  committed  the  management  of  the  temporal 
affairs  of  the  church. 


*  As  the  office  and  character  of  the  gospel  minister  is 
particularly  and  fully  described  in  the  Holy  Scriptures 
under  the  title  of  Bishop  ;  and  as  this  terra  is  peculiarly 
expressive  of  his  duty  .as  an  overseer  of  the  flock,  it  ought 
not  to  be  rejected. 


CHAPTER  YH. 

OF  ORDINANCES  IN  A  PARTICULAR  CHURCH. 

The  ordinance.s,  established  by  Christ,  the  head,  in  a 
p.articul.ar  church,  which  is  regularly  constituted  with  its 
proper  officers,  are,  prayer  ;  singing  jiraises  ;  reading,  ex¬ 
pounding,  and  preaching  the  word  of  God;  .administering 
baptism  and  the  Lord’s  kipper ;  public  solemn  fasting  and 
thanksgiving;  catechising;  making  collections  for  the 
poor,  and  other  pious  purposes ;  exercising  discipline  ; 
and  blessing  the  people. 

CHAPTER  VIII. 

OF  CHURCH-GOVERNMENT,  AND  THE  SEVERAL 
KINDS  OF  JUDICATORIES. 

I.  It  is  absolutely  necessary  that  the  government  of 
the  church  be  exercised  under  some  certain  and  definite 
form.  And  we  hold  it  to  be  expedient  and  agreeable  to 
Scripture  and  the  practice  of  the  primitive  Christians, 
that  the  ehurch  be  governed  by  congregational,  presby- 
tcrial,  and  synodical  assemblies.  In  full  consistency 
with  this  belief,  we  embrace,  in  the  spirit  of  ch.arity,  those 
Christians  who  differ  from  us,  in  opinion  or  in  practice, 
on  these  subjects. 

II.  These  assemblies  ought  not  to  possess  any  civil 
jurisdiction,  nor  to  inflict  any  civil  penalties.  Their 
power  is  wholly  moral  or  spiritual,  and  that  only  minis¬ 
terial  and  declarative.  They  possess  the  right  of  requiring 
obedience  to  the  laws  of  Christ ;  and  of  excluding  the  dis¬ 
obedient  and  disorderly,  from  the  privileges  of  the  church. 
To  give  efficiency,  however,  to  this  necessary  and  Scrip- 
tur.al  authority,  they  possess  the  powers  requisite  for  ob¬ 
taining  evidence  and  inflicting  censure :  Thev  can  call 
before  them  any  offender  ag.ainst  the  order  and  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  church;  they  can  require  members  of  their 
own- society,  to  .appear  and  give  testimony  in  the  cause ; 
but  the  highest  punishment,"to  which  their  authority  ex¬ 
tends,  is  to  exclude  the  contumacious  and  impenitent 
from  the  congregation  of  believers. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

OF  THE  CHURCH-.SESSION. 

I.  The  church-session  consists  of  the  pastor  or  pastors, 
and  ruling  elders,  of  a  particular  congregation. 

II.  Of  this  judicatory,  two  elders,  if  there  be  as  many 
in  the  congregation,  with  the  pastor,  shall  be  necessary  to 
constitute  a  quorum. 

III.  The  pastor  of  the  congregation  sh.all  alw.ays  be  the 
moderator  of  the  session  ;  except  when,  for  prudential 
reasons,  it  may  appe.ar  advisable  th.at  some  other  minister 
should  be  invited  to  preside  ;  in  which  case  the  pastor 
may,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  session,  invite  such 
other  minister  as  they  m.ay  see  meet,  belonging  to  the 
same  Presbytery,  to  preside  in  that  c.ase.  The  same  ex¬ 
pedient  may  be  adopted  in  case  of  the  sickness  or  absence  ' 
of  the  pastor. 

IV.  it  is  expedient,  at  every  meeting  of  the  session, 
more  especially  Avhen  constituted  for  judicial  business, 
that  there  be  a  presiding  minister.  When,  therefore,  a  ' 
church  is  without  a  pastor,  the  moderator  of  the  session 
shall  be,  either  the  minister  appointed  for  that  purpose  by 
the  Presbytery,  or  one  invited  by  the  session  to  preside 
on  a  ji.articular  occasion.  But  where  it  is  impracticable, 
without  great  inconvenience,  to  procure  the  .attendance  of 
such  a  moderator,  the  session  may  proceed  without  it. 

Y.  In  congregations  where  there  are  two  or  more 
pastors,  they  shall,  when  present,  alternately  preside  in 
the  session. 

VI.  The  church  session  is  charged  with  maintaining 
the  spiritual  government  of  the  congregation  ;  for  which 
purpose,  they  have  power  to  inquire  into  the  knowledge 
and  Christian  conduct  of  the  members  of  the  church ;  to 
call  before  them  offenders  and  witnesses,  being  members 
of  their  own  congregation,  and  to  introduce  other  wit¬ 
nesses,  where  it  may  be  necess.ary  to  bring  the  process  to 
i.ssne,  and  when  they  can  be  procured  to  attend;  to  re¬ 
ceive  members  into  the  church,  to  admonish,  to  rebuke, 
to  suspend,  or  exclude  from  the  sacraments,  those  who 
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are  found  to  deserve  censure ;  to  concert  the  best  meas¬ 
ures  for  promoting  the  spiritual  interests  of  the  congrega¬ 
tion  ;  and  to  appoint  delegates  to  the  higher  judicatories 
of  the  church. 

VII.  The  pastor  has  power  to  convene  the  session  when 
he  may  judge  it  requisite  ;  and  he  shall  always  convene 
them  when  requested  to  do  so  by  any  two  of  the  elders. 
The  session  shtul  also  convene  when  directed  so  to  do  by 
the  Presbytery. 

VIII.  Every  session  shall  keep  a  fair  record  of  its  pro  ■ 
ceedings ;  which  record  shall  be,  at  least  once  in  every 
year,  submitted  to  the  inspection  of  the  Presbytery. 

IX.  It  is  important  that  every  church  session  keep  a 
fair  register  of  marriages ;  of  baptisms,  with  the  times  of 
the  birth  of  the  individuals  baptized  ;  of  persons  admitted 
to  the  Lord’s  table,  and  of  the  deaths,  and  other  removals 
of  chureh  members. 


CHAPTER  X. 

OF  THE  PRESBYTERY. 

I.  The  Church  being  divided  into  many  separate  con¬ 
gregations,  these  need  mutual  counsel  and  assistance,  in 
order  to  preserve  soundness  of  doctrine,  and  regularity  of 
discipline,  and  to  enter  into  common  measures  for  pro¬ 
moting  knowledge  and  religion,  and  for  preventing  infi¬ 
delity,  error,  and  immorality.  Hence  arise  the  importance 
and  usefulness  of  Presbyterial  and  Synodical  assemblies. 

II.  A  Presbytery  consists  of  all  ministers,  and  one 
ruling  elder  from  each  congregation,  within  a  certain  dis¬ 
trict. 

III.  Every  congregation,  which  has  a  stated  pastor,  has 
a  right  to  be  represented  by  one  elder ;  and  every  col¬ 
legiate  church  by  two  or  more  elders,  in  proportior  to 
the  number  of  its  pastors. 

IV.  Where  two  or  more  congregations  are  united  under 
one  pastor,  all  such  congregations  shall  have  but  one  elder 
to  represent  them. 

V.  Every  vacant  congregation,  which  is  regularly  or¬ 
ganized,  shall  be  entitled  to  be  represented  by  a  ruling 
elder  in  Presbytery. 

VI.  Every  elder  not  known  to  the  Presbytery  shall 
produce  a  certificate  of  his  regular  appointment  from  the 
church  which  he  represents. 

VII.  Any  three  ministers,  and  as  many  elders  as  may 
be  present,  belonging  to  the  Presbytery,  being  met  at  the 
time  and  place  appointed,  shad  be  a  quorum  competent 
to  proceed  to  business. 

VIII.  The  Presbytery  has  power  to  receive  and  issue 
appeals  from  church-sessions,  and  references  brought  be¬ 
fore  them  in  an  orderly  manner;  to  examine  and  license 
candidates  for  the  holy  ministry ;  to  ordain,  install,  re¬ 
move,  and  judge  ministers;  to  examine  and  approve  or 
censure  the  records  of  church-sessions ;  to  resolve  ques¬ 
tions  of  doctrine  or  discipline  seriously  and  reasonably 
proposed;  to  condemn  erroneous  opinions  which  injure 
the  purity  or  peace  of  the  church ;  to  visit  particular 
churches,  for  the  purpose  of  inquiring  into  their  state, 
and  redressing  the  evils  that  may  have  arisen  in  them ;  to 
unite  or  divide  congregations,  at  the  request  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  ;  or  to  form  and  receive  new  congregations ;  and,  in 
general,  to  order  whatever  pertains  to  the  spiritual  wel¬ 
fare  of  the  churches  under  thoir  care. 

IX.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Presbytery  to  keep  a 
full  and  fair  record  of  their  proceedings,  and  to  report  to 
the  Synod,  every  year,  licensures,  ordinations,  the  receiv¬ 
ing  or  dismissing  of  members,  the  removal  of  members  by 
death,  the  union  or  division  of  congregations,  or  the 
formation  of  new  ones,  and,  in  general,  all  the  important 
changes  which  may  have  taken  place  within  their  bounds 
in  the  course  of  the  year. 

X.  The  Presbytery  shall  meet  on  its  own  adjournment ; 
and  when  any  emergency  shall  require  a  meeting  sooner 
than  the  time  to  which  it  stands  adjourned,  the  moderator, 
or,  in  case  of  his  absence,  death,  or  inability  to  act,  the 
stated  clerk,  shall,  with  the  concurrence,  or  at  the  request  of 
two  ministers  and  two  elders,  the  elders  being  of  different 
congregations,  call  a  special  meeting.  For  this  purpose, 
lie  shall  send  a  circular  letter,  specifying  the  particular 
business  of  the  intended  meeting,  to  every  minister  be¬ 
longing  to  the  Presbytery,  and  to  the  session  of  every 
vacant  congregation,  in  duo  time  previous  to  the  meet¬ 


ing;  which  shall  not  be  loss  than  ton  day.s.  And  nothing 
shall  be  transacted,  at  such  special  meeting,  besides  the 
particular  business  for  which  the  judicatory  lias  been  thus 
convened. 

XI.  At  every  meeting  of  Presbytery,  a  sermon  shall  bo 
delivered,  if  convenient;  and  every  jiarticular  session 
shall  be  opened  and  closed  with  prayer. 

XII.  Ministers  in  good  standing  in  other  Presbyteries, 
or  in  any  sister  churches,  who  may  happen  to  be  present, 
may  be  invited  to  sit  with  the  Presbytery,  as  correspond¬ 
ing  members.  Such  members  shall  be  entitled  to  delib¬ 
erate  and  advise,  but  not  to  vote  in  any  decisions  of  the 
Presbytery. 

CHAPTER  XT. 

OF  THE  SYNOD, 

I.  As  a  Presbytery  is  a  convention  of  the  Bishops  and 
Elders  within  a  certain  district:  so  a  Synod  is  a  conven¬ 
tion  of  the  Bishops  and  Elders  within  a  larger  district,  in¬ 
cluding  at  least  three  Presbyteries.  The  ratio  of  the  rep¬ 
resentation  of  elders  in  the  Synod  is  the  same  as  in  the 
Presbytery. 

II.  Any  seven  ministers,  belonging  to  the  Synod,  who 
shall  convene  at  the  time  and  place  of  meeting,  with  as 
many  elders  as  may  be  present,  shall  be  a  quorum  to 
transact  synodical  business ;  provided  not  more  than  three 
of  the  said  ministers  belong  to  one  Presbytery. 

III.  The  same  rule,  as  to  corresponding  members,  which 
was  laid  down  with  respect  to  the  Presbytery,  shall  apply 
to  the  Synod. 

IV.  The  Symod  has  power  to  receive  and  issue  all  ap¬ 
peals  regularly  brought  up  from  the  Presbyteries;  to  de¬ 
cide  on  all  references  made  to  them  ;  to  review  the  records 
of  Presbyteries,  and  approve  or  censui'e  them  ;  to  redress 
whatever  has  been  done  by  Presbyteries  contrary  to  or¬ 
der;  to  take  effectual  care  that  Presbyteries  observe  the 
Constitution  of  the  church ;  to  erect  new  Presbyteries, 
and  unite  or  divide  those  which  were  before  erected  ;  gen¬ 
erally  to  take  such  order  with  respect  to  the  Presbyteries, 
.sessions,  and  people  under  their  care,  as  may  be  in  con¬ 
formity  with  the  word  of  God  and  the  established  rules, 
and  which  tend  to  promote  the  edification  of  the  church ; 
and,  finally,  to  propose  to  the  General  Assembly',  for  thoir 
adoption,  such  measures  as  may  be  of  common  advantage 
to  the  w'hole  church. 

V.  The  Synod  shall  convene  at  least  once  i»  each  year; 
at  the  opening  of  avhich  a  sermon  shall  be  delivered  by  the 
moderator,  or,  in  case  of  his  absence,  by'  some  other  mem  ¬ 
ber;  and  every  particular  session  shall  be  opened  an  I 
closed  with  prayer. 

VI.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  thq  Synod  to  keep  full  and 
fair  records  of  its  proceedings,  to  submit  them  annually'  to 
the  inspection  of  the  General  Assembly',  and  to  report  to 
the  Assembly  the  number  of  its  Presby'teries,  and  of  the 
members  and  alterations  of  the  Presby'teries. 


CHAPTER  XII. 

OF  THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY.* 

I.  The  General  Assembly  is  the  highest  judicatory 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  It  shall  represent,  in  one 
body,  all  the  particular  churches  of  this  denomination; 
and  shall  bear  the  title  of  Tub  General  Assembly  or 


*  The  radical  principles  of  Presbyterian  church  govern¬ 
ment  and  discipline  are  : — That  the  several  different  con¬ 
gregations  of  believers,  taken  collectively',  constitute  one 
church  of  Christ,  called  emphatically  the  church  that  a 
larger  part  of  the  church.,  or  a  representation  of  it,  should 
govern  a  smaller,  or  determine  matters  of  controversy' 
which  arise  therein: — that,  in  like  manner,  a  representa¬ 
tion  of  the  whole  should  govern  and  determine  in  regard 
to  every  part,  and  to  all  the  parts  united  ;  that  is,  that  u 
majority  shall  govern:  and  consequently  that  appc.als 
maybe  carried  from  lower  to  higher  judicatories,  till  they' 
be  finally  decided  by  the  colle'cted  wisdom  and  unitesl 
voice  of  the  whole  church.  For  these  principles  ami  this 
procedure,  the  example  of  the  apostles,  and  the  practice  oj 
the  primitive  church,  is  considered  as  authority. 
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II.  The  General  Assembly  shall  consist  of  an  equal  del- 
efiation  of  Bishops  and  Elders  from  each  Presbytery,  in 
the  following  proportion  :  viz.,  each  Presbytery  consisting 
of  not  more  than  twenty-four  ministers,  shall  send  one 
minister  and  one  elder  ;  and  each  Presbytery  consisting 
of  more  than  twenty-four  ministers  shall  send  two  minis¬ 
ters  and  two  elders  ;  and  in  the  like  proportion  for  every 
twenty-four  ministers  in  any  Presbytery;  and  these  del¬ 
egates,  so  appointed,  shall  be  styled  Commissioners  to  the 
General  Assembly. 

III.  Any  fourteen  or  more  of  these  commissioners,  one 
half  of  whom  shall  be  ministers,  being  met  on  the  day, 
and  at  the  place  appointed,  shall  be  a  quorum  for  the  trans¬ 
action  of  business. 

IV.  The  General  Assembly  shall  receive  and  issue  all 
appeals  and  references  which  may  bo  regularly  brought 
before  them  from  the  inferior  judicatories.  They  shall  re¬ 
view  the  records  of  every  Synod,  and  approve  or  censure 
them  ;  they  shall  give  their  advice  and  instruction  in  all 
cases  submitted  to  them  in  conformity  with  the  constitu¬ 
tion  of  the  church ;  and  they  shall  constitute  the  bond 
of  union,  peace,  correspondence,  and  mutual  confidence 
among  all  our  churches. 

V.  To  the  General  Assembly  also  belongs  the  power  of 
deciding  in  all  controversies  respecting  doctrine  and  dis¬ 
cipline;  of  reproving,  warning,  or  bearing  testimony 
against  error  in  doctrine,  or  immorality  in  practice,  in 
any  church.  Presbytery,  or  Synod;  of  erecting  new  Sy¬ 
nods  when  it  may  be  judged  necessary  ;  of  superintending 
the  concerns  of  the  whole  church  ;  of  corresponding  with 
foreign  churches,  on  such  terms  as  may  be  agreed  upon  by 
the  Assembly  and  the  corresponding  body;  of  suppress¬ 
ing  schisraatical  contentions  and  disputations;  and,  in 
general,  of  recommending  and  attempting  reformation  of 
manners,  and  the  promotion  of  charity,  truth,  and  holi¬ 
ness,  through  all  the  churches  under  their  care. 

VI.  Before  any  overtures  or  regulations  proposed  by  the 
Assembly  to  be  established  as  constitutional  rules,  shall  be 
^ligatory  on  the  churches,  it  shall  be  necessary  to  trans¬ 
mit  them  to  all  the  Presbyteries,  and  to  receive  the  re¬ 
turns  of  at  least  a  majority  of  them,  in  writing,  approving 
thereof. 

VII.  The  General  Assembly  shall  meet  at  least' once  in 
every  year.  On  the  day  appointed  for  that  purpose  the 
moderator  of  the  last  Assembly,  if  present,  or  in  case  of 
his  absence,  some  other  minister,  shall  open  the  meeting 
Avith  a  sermon,  and  preside  until  a  new  moderator  be  cho¬ 
sen.  No  commissioner  shall  have  a  right  to  deliberate  or 
vote  in  the  Assembly,  until  his  name  shall  have  been  en¬ 
rolled  by  the  clerk,  and  his  commission  examined,  and 
filed  among  the  papers  of  the  Assembly. 

VIII.  Each  session  of  the  Assembly  shall  be  opened  and 

closed  with  prayer.  And  the  whole  business  of  the  As¬ 
sembly  being  finished,  and  the  vote  taken  for  dissolving 
the  present  Assembly,  the  Moderator  shall  say  from  the 
chair, — “By  virtue  of  the  authority  delegated  to  me,  by 
the  church,  let  this  General  Assembly  be  dissolved,  and  I 
do  hereby  dissolve  it,  and  require  another  General  Assem¬ 
bly,  chosen  in  the  same  manner,  to  meet  at  on  the 

day  of  A.  D.  ” — after  Avhich  he  shall  pray 

and  return  thanks,  and  pronounce  on  those  present  the 
apostolic  benediction. 


CHAPTER  XIII. 

OF  ELECTING  AND  OEDAINING  RULING  ELDERS  AND 

DEACONS’ 

I.  Having  defined  the  officers  of  the  church,  and  the 
udicatories  by  which  it  shall  be  governed,  it  is  proper 
lore  to  prescribe  the  mode  in  which  ecclesiastical  rulers 
should  be  ordained  to  their  respective  offices,  as  Avell  as 
some  of  the  principles  by  which  they  shall  be  regulated  in 
discharging  their  several  duties. 

II.  Every  congregation  shall  elect  persons  to  the  office 
of  Euling  Elder,  and  to  the  office  of  Deacon,  or  either  of 
them,  in  the  mode  most  approved  and  in  use  in  that  con¬ 
gregation.  But  in  all  cases  the  persons  elected  must  be 
male  members  in  full  communion  in  the  church  in  which 
they  are  to  exercise  their  office. 

JII.  When  any  person  shall  have  been  elected  to  cither 


of  these  offices,  and  shall  have  declared  his  willingness  to 
accept  thereof,  he  shall  be  set  apart  in  the  following  man¬ 
ner: 

IV.  After  sermon,  the  minister  shall  state,  in  a  concise 
manner,  the  warrant  and  nature  of  the  office  of  Euling  El¬ 
der  or  Deacon,  together  with  the  character  proper  to  bo 
sustained,  and  the  duties  to  be  fulfilled  by  the  officer 
elect:  having  done  this,  he  shall  propose  to  the  candidate, 
in  the  presence  of  the  congregation,  the  following  ques¬ 
tions:  viz. — 

1.  Do  you  believe  the  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New 
Testaments  to  be  the  Avord  of  God,  the  only  infallible  rula 
of  faith  and  practice? 

2-  Do  you  sincerely  receive  and  adopt  the  Confession  of 
Faith  of  this  church,  as  containing  the  system  of  doctrine 
taught  in  the  Holy  Scriptures? 

3.  Do  you  approve  of  the  government  and  discipline  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church  in  "these  United  States? 

4.  Do  you  accept  the  office  of  Ruling  Elder  (or  Deacon, 
as  the  case  may  be)  in  this  congregation,  and  promise 
faithfully  to  perform  all  the  duties  tlieieof  ? 

6.  Do  you  promise  to  study  the  peace,  unity,  and  purity 
of  the  church  ? 

The  Elder,  or  Deacon  elect,  having  ansAvered  these 
questions  in  the  affirmative,  tlie  minister  shall  address  to 
the  members  of  the  church  the  fulloAving  questiens: — 
viz. 

Do  you,  the  members  of  this  church,  acknowledge  and 
receive  this  brother  as  a  Euling  Elder  (or  Deacon),  and  do 
you  promise  to  yield  him  all  that  honor,  encouragement, 
and  obedience,  in  the  Lord,  to  Avhich  his  office,  according 
to  the  Avord  of  God,  and  the  Constitution  of  this  church, 
entitles  him  ? 

The  members  of  the  church  having  ansAvered  this  ques¬ 
tion  in  the  affirmative,  by  holding  up  their  right  hands, 
the  minister  shall  proceed  to  set  apart  the  candidate,  by 
prayer,  to  the  office  of  Euling  Elder  (or  Deacon,  as  the 
case  may  be),  and  shall  give  to  him,  and  to  the  congrega¬ 
tion,  an  exhortation  suited  to  the  occasion. 

V.  Where  there  is  an  existing  session  it  is  proper  that 
the  members  of  that  body,  at  the  close  of  the  service, 
and  in  the  face  of  the  congregation,  take  the  ncAvly  or¬ 
dained  Elder  by  the  hand,  saying  in  Avnmls  to  this  pur¬ 
pose, — “  We  give  you  the  right  hand  of  felloAvship,  to  take 
part  of  this  office  Avith  us.” 

VI.  The  offices  of  Euling  Elder  and  Deacon  are  both 
perpetual,  and  can  not  be  laid  aside  at  pleasure.  No  per¬ 
son  can  be  divested  of  either  office  but  by  deposition. 
Yet  an  Elder  or  Deacon  may  become,  by  age  or  infirmity, 
incapable  of  performing  the  duties  of  his  office :  or  ho 
may,  though  chargeable  Avith  neither  heresy  nor  immo¬ 
rality,  become  unacceptable,  in  his  official  character,  to  a 
majority  of  the  congregation  to  Avhicli  he  belongs.  In 
either  of  these  cases  he  may,  as  often  happens  Avith  rc- 
sjiect  to  a  minister,  cease  to  be  an  .acting  Elder  or  Deacon. 

VII.  Whenever  a  Euling  Elder  or  Deacon,  from  either 
of  these  causes,  or  from  any  other,  not  inferring  crime, 
shall  be  incapable  of  serving  the  church  to  edification, 
the  session  shall  take  order  on  the  subject,  and  state  the 
fact,  together  with  the  reasons  of  it,  on  their  records. 
Provided  always,  that  nothing  of  this  kind  shall  be  done 
Avithout  the  concurrence  of  the  individu.al  in  question, 
unless  by  the  advice  of  Presbytery. 


CHAPTER  XIY. 

OF  LICENSING  CANDIDATES  OR  PROBATIONERS  TO 
PREACH  THE  GOSPEL. 

I.  The  Holy  Scriptures  require  that  some  trial  be  pre¬ 
viously  had  of  those  avIio  are  to  be  ord.ained  to  the  min¬ 
istry  of  the  gospel,  that  this  sacred  office  may  not  be  de¬ 
graded,  by  being  committed  to  Aveak  or  unAA'orthy  men  ; 
and  that  the  churches  may  have  an  opportunity  to  form  a 
better  judgment  respecting  the  talents  of  those  by  Avhom 
they  are  to  be  instructed  and  governed.  For  this  purpose 
Presbyteries  shall  license  probationers  to  preach  the  gos¬ 
pel,  that  after  a  competent  tri.al  of  their  talents,  and  re¬ 
ceiving  from  the  churches  a  good  report,  theymayg  in  duo 
time,  ordain  them  to  the  s.acred  office. 

II.  Every  candidate  for  licensure  sh.all  be  taken  on 
trials  by  that  Presbytery  to  Avhich  he  most  naturally  be- 


FORM  OF  GOVERNMENT. 


5 


longs:  and  he  shall  be  considered  as  most  naturally  be¬ 
longing  to  that  Presbytery  within  the  bounds  of  which  he 
has'ordinarily  resided.  But  in  case  any  candidate  should 
find  it  more  convenient  to  put  himself  under  the  care  of 
a  Presbytery  at  a  distance  from  that  to  which  he  most 
naturally  belongs,  he  may  be  received  by  the  said  Pres¬ 
bytery,  on  his  producing  testimonials  either  from  the 
Presbytery  within  the  bounds  of  which  he  has  commonly 
resided,  or  from  any  two  ministers  of  that  Presbytery  in 
good  standing,  of  his  exemplary  piety,  and  other  requisite 
qualifications. 

in.  It  is  proper  and  requisite  that  candidates  applying 
to  the  Presbytery  to  be  licensed  to  preach  the  gospel, 
produce  satisfactory  testimonials  of  their  good  moral 
character,  and  of  tlieir  being  regular  members  of  some 
particular  church.  And  it  is  the^duty  of  the  Presbytery, 
for  their  satisfaction  with  regard  to  the  real  piety  of  such 
candidates,  to  examine  them  respecting  their  experimental 
acquaintance  with  religion,  and  the  motives  which  influ¬ 
ence  them  to  desire  the  sacred  office.  This  examination 
shall  be  close  and  particular,  and,  in  most  cases,  may  best 
be  conducted  in  the  presence  of  the  Presbytery  onh’. 
And  it  is  recommended  that  the  candidate  be  also  re¬ 
quired  to  produce  a  diploma  of  bachelor  or  master  of  arts, 
from  some  college  or  university :  or,  at  least,  authentic 
testimonials  of  his  having  gone  through  a  regular  course 
of  learning. 

IV.  Because  it  is  highly  reproachful  to  religion,  and 
dangerous  to  the  church,  to  intrust  the  holy  ministry  to 
weat  and  ignorant  men,  the  Presbytery  shall  try  each 
candid.ate,  as  to  his  knowledge  of  the  Latin  l.anguage,  and 
of  the  original  languages  in  which  the  Koly  Scriptures  were 
written.  They  shall  also  examine  him*  on  the  arts  and 
sciences ;  on  theology,  natural  and  revealed  ;  and  on  ec¬ 
clesiastical  history,  the  sacraments,  and  church  govern¬ 
ment.  And  in  order  to  make  trial  of  his  talents  to  explain 
and  vindicate,  and  practically  to  enforce,  the  doctrines  of 
the  gospel,  the  Presbytery  shall  require  of  him, 

1.  A  Latin  exegesis  on  some  common  head  in  divinity. 

2  A  critical  exercise ;  in  which  the  candidate  shall 
give  a  specimen  of  his  taste  and  judgment  in  sacred  criti¬ 
cism  ;  presenting  an  explication  of  the  original  text,  stat¬ 
ing  its  connection,  illustrating  its  force  and  beauties,  re- 
mo  ving  its  difficulties,  and  solving  any  important  questions 
which  it  may  present. 

3.  A  lecture^  or  exposition  of  several  verses  of  Scrip¬ 
ture  ;  and, 

4.  A  popular  sermon. 

V.  These,  or  other  similar  exercises,  at  the  discretion 
of  the  Presbytery,  shall  be  exhibited  until  they  shall  have 
obtained  satisfaction  as  to  the  candidate's  piety,  literature, 
and  aptness  to  teach  in  the  churches.  The  lecture  and 
popular  sermon,  if  the  Presbytery  think  proper,  may  be 
delivered  in  the  presence  of  a  con^egation. 

VI.  That  the  most  effectual  measures  may  be  taken  to 
guard  against  the  admission  of  insufficient  men  into  the 
sacred  office,  it  is  recommended,  that  no  candidate,  ex¬ 
cept  in  extraordinary  cases,  be  licensed,  unle.ss,  after  his 
having  completed  the  usual  course  of  academical  studies, 
he  shall  have  studied  divinity  at  least  two  years,  under 
some  approved  divine  or  professor  of  theology. 

VII.  If  the  Presbytery  be  satisfied  with  his*  trials,  they 
shall  then  proceed  to  license  him  in  the  following  manner : 
The  moderator  shall  propose  to  him  the  following  ques¬ 
tions:  viz. 

1.  Do  you  believe  the  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  Xew 
Testaments  to  be  the  word  of  God,  the  only  infallible  rule 
of  faith  and  practice  ? 

2.  Do  you  sincerely  receive  and  adopt  the  Confession  of 
Faith  of  this  church,  as  containing  the  system  of  doctrine 
taught  in  the  Holy  Scriptures  ? 

3.  Do  you  promise  to  study  the  peace,  unity,  and  purity 
of  the  church  ? 

4.  Do  you  promise  to  submit  vourself,  in  the  Lord,  to 
the  government  of  this  Presbytery,  or  of  any  other  Pres¬ 
bytery  in  the  bounds  of  which  you  may  be  called? 

VIII.  The  candidate  having  answered  these  questions 
in  the  affirmative,  and  the  moderator  having  offered  up  a 
prayer  suitable  to  the  occasion,  he  shall  address  himself  to 
the  candidate  to  the  following  purpose : — “  In  the  n.ame  of 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  by  that  authority  which  he 
hath  given  to  the  church  for  its  edification,  we  do  license 
you  to  preach  the  gospel,  wherever  God  in  his  providence 


may  call  you  :  and  for  this  purpose,  may  the  blessing  of 
God  rest  upon  you,  and  the  t>pirit  of  Christ  fill  your  heart 
— Amen  And  record  shall  be  made  of  the  licensure  in 

the  following  or  like  form :  viz. 

At -  the  —  day  of  -  the  Presbytery  of 

- having  received  testimonials  in  favor  of-^ - 

of  his  having  gone  through  a  regular  course  of  literature; 
of  his  good  moral  character  ;  arid  of  his  being  in  the  com¬ 
munion  of  the  church  ;  proceeded  to  take  the  usual  parts 
of  trial  for  his  licensure  :  and  he  having  given  satisfaction 
as  to  his  accomplishments  in  literature  ;  as  to  his  experi¬ 
mental  acquaintance  with  religion;  and  as  to  his  ])roft- 
ciency  in  divinity  and  other  studie.- ;  the  Presbytery  did, 
and  hereby  do,  express  their  approbation  of  all  these  p.arts 
of  trial:  and  he  having  adopted  the  Confession  of  Faith 
of  this  church,  and  satisfactorily  answered  the  questions 
appointed  to  be  put  to  candidates  to  be  licensed ;  tho 

Presbytery  did,  and  hereby  do  license  him,  the  said - 

- to  preach  the  Gospel  of  Christ,  as  a  probationer  for 

the  holy  ministry,  within  the  bounds  of  this  Presbytery, 
or  wherever  else  he  shall  be  orderly  called. 

IX.  TThen  any  candidate  for  licensure  shall  have  occa¬ 
sion  while  his  trials  are  going  on,  to  remove  from  tho 
bounds  of  his  own  Presbytery  into  those  of  another,  it 
shall  be  considered  as  regular  for  the  latter  Pre.sbytery.  on 
his  producing  proper  testimonials  from  the  former,  to  take 
up  his  trials  at  the  point  at  which  they  were  left,  and  con¬ 
duct  them  to  a  conclusion,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  they 
had  been  commenced  by  themselves. 

X.  In  like  manner,  when  any  candidate,  after  licensure, 
shall,  by  the  permission  of  his  I’resbytery,  remove  with¬ 
out  its  limits,  an  extract  of  the  record  of  his  licensure,  ac¬ 
companied  with  a  Presbyterial  recommendation,  signed 
by  the  clerk,  shall  be  his  testimonials  to  the  Presbytery 
under  whose  care  he  shall  come. 

XL  When  a  licentiate  shall  have  been  preaching  for  a 
considerable  time,  and  his  services  do  not  appear  to  be 
edifying  to  the  churches,  the  Presbytery  may,  if  they 
think  proper,  recall  his  license. 

CHAPTER  XT. 

OF  THE  ELECTION  AXD  ORDIXATIOX  OF  BISHOPS 
OR  PASTORS,  AXD  EVANGELISTS. 

I.  Whex  any  probationer  shall  have  preached  so  much 
to  the  satisfaction  of  any  congregation,  as  that  the  people 
appear  prepared  to  elect  a  pastor,  the  session  sh.all  take 
measures  to  convene  them  for  this  purpose :  and  it  shall 
always  be  the  duty  of  the  session  to  convene  them,  when 
a  majority  of  the  persons  entitled  to  vote  in  the  case,  shall, 
by  a  petition,  request  that  a  meeting  may  be  c.alled. 

II.  When  such  a  meeting  is  intended,’ the  session  sh,ail 
solicit  the  presence  and  counsel  of  some  neighboring  min¬ 
ister  to  assist  them  in  conducting  the  election  contem¬ 
plated,  unless  highl}"  inconvenient  on  account  of  distance  ; 
in  which  case  they  m.ay  proceed  without  such  assistance. 

III.  On  a  Lord’s  day,  immediately  after  public  worship, 

it  shall  be  intimated  from  the  pulpit,  that  all  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  that  congi'egation  are  requested  to  meet  on  - 

ensuing,  at  the  church,  or  usual  place  for  holding  public 
worship  ;  then  and  there,  if  it  be  agreeable  to  them,  to 
proceed  to  the  election  of  a  pastor  for  that  congregation. 

IV.  On  the  day  .appointed,  the  minister  invited  to  pre¬ 
side,  if  he  be  present,  shall,  if  it  be  deemed  expedient, 
preach  a  sermon  ;  and  .after  sermon  he  sh.all  announce  to 
the  people,  that  he  will  immedhately  proceed  to  take  tho 
votes  of  the  electors  of  that  congregation  for  a  pastor,  if 
such  be  their  desire :  and  when  this  desire  shall  be  ex¬ 
pressed  by  a  majority  of  voices,  he  shall  then  proceed  to 
Lake  votes  accordingly.  In  this  election,  no  person  sh.all 
be  entitled  to  vote  who  refuses  to  submit  to  the  censures 
of  the  church,  regularly  administered ;  or  who  does  not 
contribute  his  just  proportion,  according  to  his  own  en¬ 
gagements,  or  the  rules  of  that  congregation,  to  all  its 
necessary  expenses. 

V.  When  the  votes  are  taken,  if  it  appe.ar  that  a  large 
minority  of  the  people  are  averse  from  the  candidate  who 
has  a  m.ajority  of  votes,  and  can  not  be  induced  to  con¬ 
cur  in  the  call,  the  presiding  minister  sh.all  ende.avor  to 
dissu.ade  the  congregation  from  prosecuting  it  further. 
But  if  the  people'bo  nearly  or  entirely  unanimous  ;  or  if 
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the  majority  shall  insist  upon  their  right  to  call  a  pastor, 
the  presiding  minister,  in  that  case,  after  using  his  utmost 
endeavors  to  persuade  the  congregation  to  unanimity, 
sliall  proceed  to  draw  a  call,  in  due  form,  and  to  have  it 
subscribed  by  the  electors  ;  certifying  at  the  same  time,  in 
writing,  the  number  and  circumstances  of  those  who  do 
not  concur  in  the  call:  all  which  proceedings  shall  be  laid 
before  the  Presbytery,  together  with  the  call. 

VI.  The  call  shall  be  in  the  following  or  like  form : 
viz. 

The  congregation  of - being,  on  sufficient  grounds, 

well  satisfied  witli  the  ministerial  qualifications  of  you 
- ,  and  having  good  hopes,  from  our  past  ex¬ 
perience  of  your  labors,  that  your  ministrations  in  the 
Gospel  will  be  profitable  to  our  spiritual  interests,  do  ear¬ 
nestly  call  and  desire  you  to  undertake  the  pastoral  of¬ 
fice  in  said  congregation  ;  promising  you,  in  the  discharge 
of  your  duty,  all  . proper  support,  encouragement,  and  obe¬ 
dience  in  the  Lord.  And  that  you  may  be  free  from 
worldly  cares  and  avocations,  wo  hereby  promise  and 
oblige  ourselves  to  pay  to  you  the  sum  of - —  in  regu¬ 

lar  quarterly  (or  half  yearly,  or  yearly)  payments,  during 
the  time  of  your  being  and  continuing  the  regular  pastor 
of  this  church.  In  testimony  whereof,  we  have  respec¬ 
tively  subscribed  our  names,  this  —  day  of - ,  A.  D.  — 

Attested  by  A.  B.,  Moderator  of  the  meeting. 

VII.  But  if  any  congregation  shall  choose  to  subscribe 
their  call  by  their  elders  and  deacons,  or  by  then.-  trustees, 
or  by  a  select  committee,  they  shall  be  at  liberty  to  do  so. 
But  it  shall,  in  such  cases,  be  fully  certified  to  the  Pres¬ 
bytery,  by  the  minister,  or  other  person  who  presided, 
that  the  persons  signing  have  been  appointed  for  this 
purpose,  by  a  public  vote  of  the  congregation ;  and  that 
the  call  has  been,  in  all  other  respects,  prepai’ed  as  above 
directed. 

VIII.  When  a  call  shall  bo  presented  to  any  minister  or 
candidate,  it  shall  always  be  viewed  as  a  sufficient  peti¬ 
tion  from  the  people  for  his  installment.  The  acceptance 
of  a  call,  by  a  minister  or  candidate,  shall  always  be  con¬ 
sidered  as  a  request,  on  his  part,  to  be  installed  at  the  same 
time.  And,  when  a  candidate  shall  be  ordained,  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  a  call  from  any  congregation,  the  Presbytery 
shall,  at  the  same  time,  if  j)racticable,  install  him  pastor 
of  that  congregation. 

IX.  The  call,  thus  prepared,  shall  be  presented  to  the 
Presbytery,  under  whose  care  the  person  called  shall  be; 
that,  if  the  Presbytery  think  it  expedient  to  present  the 
call  to  him,  it  may  be  accordingly  presented:  and  no  min¬ 
ister  or  candidate  shall  receive  a  call  but  through  the 
hands  of  the  Presbytery. 

X.  If  the  call  be  to  tlie  licentiate  of  another  Presbytery, 
in  that  case  the  commissioners,  deputed  from  the  congre¬ 
gation  to  prosecute  the  call,  shall  produce  to  that  judica¬ 
tory  a  certificate  from  their  own  Presbytery,  regularly 
attested  by  the  moderator  and  clerk,  that  the  call  has  been 
laid  before  them,  and  that  it  is  in  order.  If  that  Presby¬ 
tery  present  the  call  to  their  licentiate,  and  he  be  dis¬ 
posed  to  accept  it,  they  shall  then  dismiss  him  from  their 
jurisdiction,  and  require  him  to  repair  to  that  Presbytery, 
into  the  bounds  of  which  he  is  called,  and  there  to  submit 
himself  to  the  usual  trials  preparatory  to  ordination. 

XI.  Trials  for  ordination,  especially  in  a  different  Pres¬ 
bytery  from  that  in  which  the  candidate  was  licensed, 
shall  consist  of  a  careful  examination  as  to  his  acquaint¬ 
ance  with  experimental  religion  ;  as  to  his  knowledge  of 
philosophy,  theology,  ecclesiastical  history,  the  Greek  and 
Hebrew  languages,  and  such  other  branches  of  learning 
as  to  the  Presbytery  may  appear  requisite;  and  as  to  his 
knowledge  of  the  constitution,  the  rules  and  principles  of 
the  government,  and  discipline  of  the  church ;  together 
with  such  written  discourse,  or  discourses,  founded  on  the 
word  of  God,  as  to  the  Presbytery  shall  seem  proper.  The 
Presbytery,  being  fully  satisfied  with  his  qualifications 
for  the  sacred  office,  shall  appoint  a  day  for  his  ordination, 
which  ought  to  be,  if  convenient,  in  that  church  of  which 
he  is  to  be  the  minister.  It  is  also  recommended  that  a 
fast-day  be  observed  in  the  congregation  previous  to  the 
day  of  ordination. 

XII.  The  day  appointed  for  ordination  being  come,  and 
the  Presbytery  convened,  a  member  of  the  Presbytery, 
previously  appointed  to  that  duty,  shall  preach  a  sermon 
adapted  to  the  occasion.  The  same,  or  another  member  I 


appointed  to  preside,  shall  afterward  briefly  recite  from 
the  pulpit,  in  the  audience  ot  the  people,  the  proceedings 
of  the  Presbytery  preparatory  to  this  transaction:  he 
shall  point  out  the  nature  and  importance  of  the  ordi¬ 
nance  ;  and  endeavor  to  impress  the  audience  with  a 
proper  sense  of  the  solemnity  of  the  transaction. 

Then,  addressing  himself  to  the  candidate,  he  shall  pro¬ 
pose  to  him  the  following  questions :  viz. 

1.  “Do  you  believe  the  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  XeW 
Testaments  to  be  the  word  of  God,  the  only  infallible  rule 
of  faith  and  practice  ? 

2.  “  Do  you  sincerely  receive  and  adopt  the  confession 
of  faith  of  this  church,  as  containing  the  system  of  doctrine 
taught  in  the  Holy  Scriptures? 

8.  “Do  you  approve  of  the  government  and  discipline 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  these  United  States? 

4.  “Do  you  promise  subjection  to  your  brethren  in  the 
Lord  ? 

5.  “  Have  you  been  induced,  as  far  as  you  know  your 
own  heart,  to  seek  the  office  of  the  holy  ministry,  from 
love  to  God,  and  a  sincere  desire  to  promote  his  glory  in 
the  gospel  of  his  Son  ? 

6.  “Do  you  promise  to  be  zealous  and  faithful  in  main¬ 
taining  the  truths  of  the  Gospel  and  the  purity  and  peace 
of  the  church ;  whatever  persecution,  or  opposition,  may 
arise  unto  you  on  that  account? 

T.  “Do  you  engage  to  be  faithful  and  diligent  in  the  ex¬ 
ercise  of  all  private  and  personal  duties,  which  become 
you  as  a  Christian  and  a  minister  of  the  Gospel ;  as  well 
as  in  all  relative  duties,  and  the  public  duties  of  your 
office  ;  endeavoring  to  adorn  the  profession  of  the  Gospel 
by  your  conversation ;  and  walking  with  exemplary 
piety  before  the  flock  over  which  God  shall  make  you 
overseer  ? 

8.  “  Are  you  now  willing  to  take  the  charge  of  this 
congregation,  agreeably  to  your  declaration  at  accepting 
their  call?  And  do  you  promise  to  discharge  the  duties 
of  a  pastor  to  them,  as  God  shall  give  you  strength  ?” 

XIII.  The  candidate  having  answered  these  question  t 
in  the  affirmative,  the  presiding  minister  shall  propose  t  > 
the  people  the  following  questions  : — 

1.  “Do  yon,  the  people  of  this  congregation,  continue 

to  profess  your  readiness  to  receive - whom 

you  have  called  to  be  your  minister? 

2.  “  Do  you  promise  to  receive  the  word  of  truth  from 
his  mouth,  with  meekness  and  love ;  and  to  submit  to  him 
in  the  duo  exercise  of  discipline  ? 

3.  “Do  you  promise  to  encourage  him  in  his  arduous 
labor,  and  to  assist  his  endeavors  for  your  instruction 
and  spiritual  edification  ? 

4.  “  And  do  you  engage  to  continue  to  him,  while  he  is 
your  pastor,  that  competent  worldly  maintenance  which 
you  have  promised  ;  and  whatever  else  you  may  see 
needful  for  the  honour  of  religion,  and  his  comfort  among 
you  ?” 

XIV.  The  people  having  answered  these  questions  in 
the  affirmative,  by  holding  up  their  right  hands,  the  can¬ 
didate  shall  kneel  down  in  the  most  convenient  part  of 
the  church.  Then  the  presiding  minister  shall,  by  prayer, 
and  with  the  laying  on  of  the  hands  of  the  Presbytery, 
according  to  the  apostolic  example,  solemnly  ordain  him 
to  the  holy  office  of  the  gospel  ministry.  Prayer  being 
ended,  he  shall  rise  from  his  knees,  and  the  minister  who 

f  resides  shall  first,  and  afterwards  all  the  members  of  the 
resbytery  in  their  order,  take  him  by  the  right  hand, 
saying,  in  words  to  this  purpose,  “  We  give  you  the  right 
hand  of  fellowship,  to  take  part  of  this  ministry  with  us.” 
After  Avhich  the  minister  presiding,  or  some  other  ap¬ 
pointed  for  the  purpose,  shall  give  a  solemn  charge  in  the 
name  of  God,  to  the  newly  ordained  bishop,  and  to  the 
peoplG,  to  persevere  in  the  discharge  of  their  mutual 
duties ;  and  shall  then,  by  prayer,  recommend  them  both 
to  the  grace  of  God,  and  his  holy  keeping,  and  finally, 
after  singing  a  psalm,  shall  dismiss  the  congregation  with 
the  usual  blessing.  And  the  Presbytery  shall  duly  record 
the  transaction. 

XV.  As  it  is  sometimes  desirable  and  important  that  a 
candidate  who  has  not  received  a  call  to  be  the  pastor  of 
a  particular  congregation,  should,  nevertheless,  be  or¬ 
dained  to  the  work  "of  the  gospel  ministry,  as  an  evan¬ 
gelist  to  preach  the  gospel,  administer  sealing  ordinances, 
and  organize  churches,  in  frontier  or  destitute  settlements; 
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/n  this  case,  the  last  of  the  preceding  questions  shall  be 
omitted,  and  the  following  used  as  a  substitute  :  viz. 

“  Are  you  now  willing  to  undertake  the  work  of  an 
evangelist ;  and  do  you  promise  to  discharge  the  duties 
which  may  be  incumbent  on  you  in  this  character,  as  God 
shall  give  you  strength  ?” 

CHAPTER  XYL 

OF  TRANSLATION,  OR  REMOVING  A  MINISTER  FROM 
ONE  CH.ARGE  TO  ANOTHER. 

I.  No  bishop  shall  be  translated  from  one  church  to  an¬ 
other,  nor  shall  he  receive  any  call  for  that  purpose,  but 
by  the  permission  of  the  Presbytery. 

II.  Any  church,  desiring  to  call  a  settled  minister  from 
his  present  charge,  shall,  by  commissioners  properly 
authorized,  represent  to  the  Presbytery  the  ground  on 
which  they  plead  his  removal.  The  Presbytery,  having 
maturely  considered  their  plea,  may,  according  as  it  ap¬ 
pears  more  or  less  reasonable,  either  recommend  to  them 
to  desist  from  prosecuting  the  call,  or  may  order  it  to  be 
delivered  to  the  minister  to  whom  it  is  directed.  If  the 
parties  be  not  prepared  to  have  the  matter  issued  at  that 
Presbytery,  a  written  citation  shall  be  given  to  the  min¬ 
ister  and  his  congregation,  to  appear  before  the  Presby¬ 
tery  at  their  next  meeting.  This  citation  shall  be  read 
from  the  pulpit  in  that  church,  by  a  member  of  the  Pres¬ 
bytery  appointed  for  that  purpose,  immediately  after 
public  worship  ;  so  that  at  least  two  Sabbaths  shall  inter¬ 
vene  betwixt  the  citation  and  the  meeting  of  the  Presby¬ 
tery  at  which  the  cause  of  translation  is  to  be  considered. 
The  Presbytery  being  met,  and  having  heard  the  parties, 
shall,  upon  the  whole  view  of  the  case,  either  continue 
him  in  his  former  charge,  or  translate  him,  as  they  shall 
deem  to  be  most  for  the  peace  and  edification  of  the 
church ;  or  refer  the  whole  affair  to  the  Synod  at  their 
next  meeting,  for  their  advice  and  direction. 

III.  When  the  congregation  calling  any  settled  minister 
is  within  the  limits  of  another  Presbytery,  that  congrega¬ 
tion  shall  obtain  leave  from  the  Presbytery  to  which  they 
belong,  to  apply  to  the  Presbytery  of  which  he  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  :  and  that  Presbytery,  having  cited  him  and  his  con¬ 
gregation  as  before  directed,  shall  proceed  to  hear  and 
issue  the  cause.  If  they  agree  to  the  translation,  they 
shall  release  him  from  his  present  charge ;  and  having 
given  him  proper  testimonials,  shall  require  him  to  repair 
to  that  Presbytery,  within  the  bounds  of  which  the  con¬ 
gregation  calling  him  lies,  that  the  proper  steps  may  be 
taken  for  his  regular  settlement  in  that  congregation  ;  and 
the  Presbytery  to  which  the  congregation  belo^ngs,  having 
received  an  authenticated  certificate  of  his  release,  under 
the  hand  of  the  clerk  of  that  Presbytery,  shall  proceed  to 
install  him  in  the  congregation,  as  soon  as  convenient. 
Provided  always,  that  no  bishop  or  pastor  shall  be  trans¬ 
lated,  without  his  own  consent  previously  obtained. 

IV.  When  any  minister  is  to  be  settled  in  a  congre¬ 
gation,  the  installment,  which  consists  in  constituting  a 
pastoral  relation  between  him  and  the  people  of  that  par¬ 
ticular  church,  may  be  performed  either  by  the  Presby¬ 
tery,  or  by  a  committee  appointed,  for  that  purpose,  as 
may  appear  most  expedient:  and  the  following  order 
shall  be  observed  therein: 

V.  A  day  shall  be  appointed  for  the  installment,  at  such 
time  as  may  appear  most  convenient,  and  due  notice 
thereof  given  to  the  congregation. 

VI.  When  the  Presbytery,  or  committee,  shall  be  con¬ 
vened  and  constituted,  on  the  day  appointed,  a  sermon 
shall  be  delivered,  by  some  one  of  the  members  previously 
appointed  thereto  ;  immediately  after  which,  the  bishop 
who  is  to  preside  shall  state  to  the  congregation  the  de¬ 
sign  of  their  meeting,  and  briefly  recite  the  proceedings  of 
the  Presbytery  relative  thereto.  And  then,  addressing 
himself  to  the  minister  to  be  installed,  shall  propose  to 
him  the  following  or  similar  questions: 

1.  “  Are  you  now  willing  to  take  the  charge  of  this  con¬ 
gregation,  as  their  pastor,  agreeably  to  your  declaration 
at  accepting  their  call  ? 

2.  “Do  you  conscientiously  believe  and  declare,  as  far 
as  you  know  your  own  heart,  that,  in  taking  upon  you 
this  charge,  you  are  influenced  by  a  sincere  desire  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  good  of  his  church  ? 


3.  “Do  y(»u  solemnly  promise,  that,  by  the  assistance  of 
the  grace  of  God,  you  will  endeavor  faithfully  to  discharge 
all  the  duties  of  a  pastor  of  this  congregation :  and  will  be 
careful  to  maintain  a  deportment,  in  .all  respects  becoming 
a  minister  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ,  agreeably  to  your  or- 
din.ation  engagements?” 

To  all  these  having  received  satisfactory  answers,  he 
shall  propose  to  the  people  the  same,  or  like,  questions  as 
those  directed  under  the  head  of  ordination  ;  which  hav¬ 
ing  been  also  satisfactorily  answered,  by  holding  up  the 
right  hand  in  testimony  of  assent,  he  shall  solemnly  pro¬ 
nounce  and  declare  the  said  minister  to  be  regnlarly  con¬ 
stituted  the  pastor  of  that  congregation.  A  charge  shall 
then  be  given  to  both  parties,  .as  directed  in  the  case  of 
ordination  ;  and,  after  prayer,  and  singing  a  psalm  adapt¬ 
ed  to  the  transaction,  the  congregation  shall  be  dismissed 
with  the  usual  benediction. 

VII.  It  is  highly  becoming,  that,  after  the  solemnity  of 
the  installment,  the  heads  of  families  of  that  congregation 
who  are  then  present,  or  at  least  the  elders  and  those  ap¬ 
pointed  to  take  care  of  the  temjmral  concerns  of  that 
church,  should  come  forw.ard  to  their  pastor,  and  give 
him  their  right  hand,  in  token  of  cordial  reception  and 
affectionate  regard. 


CHAPTER  XYII. 

OF  RESIGNING  A  PASTORAL  CH.\RGE. 

WiiEX  any  minister  shall  labor  under  such  grievances 
in  his  congregation,  as  that  he  shall  desire  leave  to  resign 
his  pastoral  charge,  the  Presbytery  shall  cite  the  conLWC- 
gation  to  appear,  by  their  commissioners,  at  their  next 
meeting,  to  show  cause,  if  any  they  have,  why  the  Pres¬ 
bytery  should  not  accept  the  resignation.  If  the  congre¬ 
gation  fail  to  appear,  or  if  their  reasons  for  retaining  their 
pastor  be  deemed  by  the  Presbytery  insufficient,  he  sh.all 
have  leave  granted  to  resign  his  pastoral  charge  ;  of  which 
due  record  shall  be  made ;  and  that  church  shrdl  be  held 
to  be  vacant,  till  supplied  again,  in  an  orderly  manner, 
with  another  minister :  and  if  any  congregation  shall  de¬ 
sire  to  be  released  from  their  pastor,  a  similar  process, 
mutatis  mutandis,  shall  be  observed. 


CHAPTER  XYIII. 

OF  MISSIONS. 

Whex  vacancies  become  so  numerous  in  any  Presby¬ 
tery  that  they  cannot  be  supplied  with  the  frequent  .ad. 
ministration  of  the  word  and  ordinances,  it  shall  be  j)roper 
for  such  Presbytery,  or  any  vacant  congregation  within 
their  bounds,  with  the  leave  of  the  Presbytery,  to  apply 
to  any  other  Presbytery,  or  to  any  Synod,  or  to  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Assembly,  for  such  assistance  as  they  can  afford. 
And,  when  any  Presbyterj*  shall  send  any  of  their  min¬ 
isters  or  probationers  to  distant  vticancies,  the  missionary 
shall  be  re.ady  to  produce  his  credentials  to  the  Presbytery 
or  Presbyteries,  through  the  bounds  of  which  he  may 
pass,  or  .at  least  to  a  committee  thereof,  and  obtain  their 
approb.ation.  And  the  General  Assembly  may,  of  their 
own  knowledge,  send  missions  to  any  part  to  plant 
churches,  or  to  supply  v.acancies :  .and,  for  this  purpose, 
may  direct  any  Presbytery  to  ord.ain  evangelists,  or  min¬ 
isters,  without  relation  to  particular  churches:  provided 
always,  th.at  such  missions  be  made  with  the  consent  of 
the  parties  appointed;  and  that  the  judicatory  sendins: 
them,  m.ake  the  necessary  provision  for  their  support  and 
reward  in  the  performance  of  this  service. 


CHAPTER  XIX. 

OF  MODERATORS. 

I.  It  is  equ.ally  necessary  in  the  judicatories  of  thi- 
church,  as  in  other  assemblies,  that  there  should  bo  a 
moderator  or  president ;  that  the  business  may  be  con¬ 
ducted  with  order  and  dispatch. 

II.  The  moderator  is  to  be  considered  as  possessing,  by 
delegation  from  the  whole  body,  all  authority  necessary  f  >r 
the  preservation  of  order;  for  convening  and  adjourning 
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the  judicatory;  and  directing  its  operations  according  to 
the  rules  of  the  church.  He  is  to  propose  to  tlie  judica¬ 
tory  every  subject  of  deliberation  that  comes  before  tliem. 
He  may  propose  what  appears  to  him  the  most  n-gular 
and  speedy  way  of  bringing  any  business  to  issue.  He 
shall  prevent  the  members  from  interrupting  each  other  ; 
and  require  them,  in  speaking,  always  to  address  the 
chair.  He  shall  prevent  a  speaker  from  deviating  from 
the  subject,  and  from  using  personal  reflections.  He  shall 
silence  those  who  refuse  to  obey  order.  He  shall  prevent 
members  who  attempt  to  leave  the  judicatory  without 
leave  obtained  from  him.  He  shall,  at  a  proper  season, 
when  the  deliberations  are  ended,  put  the  question  and 
call  the  votes.  If  the  judicatory  be  equally  divided,  he 
shall  possess  the  casting  vote.  If  he  be  not  willing  to  de¬ 
cide,  he  shall  put  the  question  a  second  time  ;  and  if  the 
judicatory  be  again  equally  divided,  and  he  decline  to 
give  his  vote,  the  question  shall  be  lost.  In  all  questions 
he  shall  give  a  concise  and  clear  state  of  the  object  of  the 
vote;  and  the  vote  being  taken,  shall  then  declare  how 
the  question  is  decided.  And  he  shall  likewise  be  em¬ 
powered,  on  any  extraordinary  emergency,  to  convene 
the  judicatory,  by  his  circular  letter,  before  “the  ordinary 
time  of  meeting. 

III.  The  moderator  of  the  Presbytery  shall  be  chosen 
from  year  to  year,  or  at  every  meeting  of  the  Presbytery, 
as  the  Presbytery  may  think  best.  The  moderator  of  the 
Synod,  and  of  the  Genei'al  Assembly,  shall  be  chosen  at  each 
meeting,  of  those  judicatories:  and  the  moderator,  or,  in 
case  of  his  absence,  another  member  appointed  for  the 
purpose,  shall  open  the  next  meeting  with  a  sermon,  and 
shall  hold  the  cLair  till  a  new  moderator  be  chosen. 


CHAPTER  XX. 

OF  CLERKS. 

Every  judicatory  shall  choose  a  clerk,  to  record  their 
transactions,  whose  continuance  shall  be  during  pleasure. 
It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  clerk,  besides  recording  the 
transactions,  to  preserve  the  records  carefully ;  and  to 
grant  extracts  from  them,  whenever  properly  required : 
and  such  extracts,  under  the  hand  of  the  clerk,  shall  be 
considered  as  authentic  vouchers  of  the  fact  which  they 
declare,  in  any  ecclesiastical  judicatory,  and  to  every  part 
of  the  church. 

CHAPTER  XXL 

OP  VACANT  CONGREGATIONS  ASSEMBLING  FOR  PUB¬ 
LIC  WORSHIP. 

Considering  the  great  importance  of  weekly  assem¬ 
bling  the  people,  for  the  public  worship  of  God;  in 
order  thereby  to  improve  their  knowledge ;  to  confirm 
their  habits  of  worship,  and  their  desire  of  the  public  or¬ 
dinances  ;  to  augment  their  reverence  for  the  most  high 
God ;  and  to  promote  the  charitable  affections  which 
unite  men  most  firmly  in  sficiety :  it  is  recommended 
that  every  vacant  congregation  meet  together,  on  the 
Lord’s  day,  at  one  or  more  places,  for  the  purpose  of 


prayer,  singing  praises,  and  reading  the  Holy  Scriptures, 
together  with  tlie  works  of  such  approved  divines,  as  the 
I’resbytery,  within  whose  bounds  they  are,  may  recom- 
juend,  and  they  may  be  able  to  procure ;  and  that  the 
elders  or  deacons  be  the  persons  who  shall  j)reside,  and 
select  the  portions  of  Scripture,  and  of  the  other  books 
to  be  read  ;  and  to  see  that  the  whole  be  conducted  in  a 
becoming  and  orderly  manner. 

CHAPTER  XXII. 

OF  COMMISSIONERS  TO  THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY. 

I.  The  commissioners  to  the  General  A.ssembly  shall 
always  be  appointed  by  the  Presbytery  from  which  they 
come,  at  its  last  stated  meeting,  immediately  preceding 
the  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly  ;  provided,  that 
there  be  a  sufficient  interval  between  that  time  and  tho 
meeting  of  the  Assembly,  for  the  commissioners  to  at¬ 
tend  to  their  duty  in  due  season  ;  otherwise,  the  Presby¬ 
tery  may  make  the  appointment  at  any  stated  meeting, 
not  more  than  seven  months  preceding  the  meeting  of 
the  Assembly.  And  as  much  as  possible  to  prevent  all 
failure  in  the  representation  of  the  Presbyteries,  arising 
from  unforeseen  accidents  to  those  first  appointed,  it  may 
be  expedient  for  each  Presbytery,  in  the  room  of  each 
commissioner,  to  appoint  also  an  alternate  commissioner 
to  supply  his  place,  in  case  of  necessary  absence. 

II.  Each  commissioner,  before  his  name  shall  be  en¬ 
rolled  as  a  member  of  the  Assembh’’,  shall  produce  from 
his  Presbytery,  a  commission  under  the  hand  of  the  mod¬ 
erator  and  clerk,  in  the  following  or  like  form :  viz. 

“Tho  Presbytery  of - being  met  at  -  on 

the - day  of -  do  hereby  appoint - - - 

bishop  of  the  congregation  of  - -  [or - ruling 

elder  in  the  congregation  of  - -  as  the  case  may  be ;] 

(to  which  the  Presbytery  may,  if  they  think  proper,  make 
a  substitution  in  the  following  form  :)  or,  in  case  of  his 

absence,  then - - - bishop  of  the  congregation  of - 

[or - ruling  elder  in  the  congregation  of - as 

tho  case  may  be:]  to  be  a  commissioner,  on  behalf  of  this 
Presbytery,  to  the  next  General  Assembly  of  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  in  the  United  States  of  America,  to  meet 

at  — - on  the - dayof - a.  d.  — —  or  wherever, 

and  whenever  the  said  Assembly  may  happen  to  sit;  to 
consult,  vote,  and  determine,  on  all  things  that  may  come 
before  that  body,  according  to  the  principles  and  consti¬ 
tution  of  this  church,  and  the  word  of  God.  And  of  his 
diligence  herein,  he  is  to  render  an  account  at  his  re¬ 
turn. 

“  Signed  hy  order  of  the  Presbytery, 

“ - Moderator. 

“■ - Clerk." 

And  the  Presbytery  shall  m.ake  record  of  the  appoint¬ 
ment. 

III.  In  order,  as  far  as  possible,  to  procure  a  respectable 
and  full  delegation  to  all  our  judicatories,  it  is  proper  that 
the  expenses  of  ministers  and  elders  in  their  attendance 
on  these  judicatories,  be  defrayed  by  the  bodies  which 
they  respectively  represent. 


BOOK  II. 

OF  DISCIPLINE. 


CHAPTER  I. 

GENERAL  PRINCIPLES  OF  DISCIPLINE. 

I.  Discipline  is  the  exercise  of  that  authority,  and  the 
■  application  of  that  system  of  laws,  which  the  Lord  Jesus 
Gurist  hath  appointed  in  his  church. 

rll.  The  exercise  of  discipline  is  highly  important  and 
neeessary.  Its  ends  are,  the  removal  of  offences;  the 


vindication  of  the  honor  of  Christ;  the  promotion  of  the 
purity  and  general  edification  of  the  church;  and  also  the 
benefit  of  the  offender  himself. 

III.  An  offence  is  anything  in  the  principles  or  practice 
of  a  church-member,  which  is  contrary  to  the  word  of 
God;  or  which,  if  it  be  not  in  its  own  nature  sinful,  may 
tempt  others  to  sin,  or  mar  their  spiritual  edification. 

IV.  Nothing,  therefore,  ought  to  be  considered  by  any 
1  judicatory  as  an  offence,  or  admitted  as  matter  of  accusa- 
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tion,  which  cannot  be  proved  to  be  such  from  Scripture, 
or  from  the  regulations  and  practice  of  the  church,  found¬ 
ed  on  Scripture  ;  and  which  does  not  involve  those  evils 
which  discipline  is  intended  to  prevent. 

V.  The  exercise  of  discipline,  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
edifv  the  church,  requires  not  only  much  of  the  spirit  of 
piety,  but  also  much  prudence  and  discretion.  It  be¬ 
comes  the  rulers  of  the  church,  therefore,  to  take  into 
view  all  the  circumstances  which  may  give  a  different 
character  to  conduct,  and  render  it  more  or  less  offensive  ; 
and  which  may,  of  course,  require  a  very  different  mode 
of  proceeding  in  similar  cases,  at  different  times,  for  the 
attainment  of  the  same  end. 

VI.  All  baptized  persons  are  members  of  the  church, 
are  under  its  care,  and  subject  to  its  government  and  dis¬ 
cipline;  and,  when  they  have  arrived  at  the  years  of  dis¬ 
cretion,  they  are  bound  to  perform  all  the  duties  of  church- 
members. 

VI.  Offences  are  either  private  or  puNie;  to  each  of 
which  appropriate  modes  of  proceeding  belong. 


CHAPTER  II. 

OF  PRIVATE  OFFENCES. 

I.  Private  offences  are  such  as  are  known  only  to  an 
individual,  or,  at  most,  to  a  very  few. 

II.  Private  offences  ought  not  to  be  immediately  prose¬ 
cuted  before  a  church  judicatory,  because  the.  objects  of 
discipline  may  be  quite  as  well,  and,  in  many  cases,  much 
better,  attained,  by  a  different  course ;  and  because  a 
public  prosecution,  in  such  circumstances,  would  tend 
unnecessarily  to  spread  the  knowledge  of  offences,  to  exas¬ 
perate  and  harden  offenders,  to  extend  angry  and  vexa¬ 
tious  litigation,  and  thus  to  render  the  discipline  of  the 
church  more  injurious  than  the  original  offence. 

III.  No  complaint,  or  information,  on  the  subject  of 
personal  and  private  injuries,  shall  be  admitted,  unless 
those  means  of  reconciliation,  and  of  privately  reclaiming 
the  offender,  have  been  used,  which  are  required  by 
Christ,  Mat.  xviii.  15,  16.  And,  in  c.ase  of  offences,  which, 
though  not  personal,  are  priv.ate,  that  is,  known  only  to 
one,  or  a  very  few,  it  is  proper  to  take  the  same  steps,  as 
far  as  circumstances  admit. 

IV.  Those  who  bring  information  of  private  and  per¬ 
sonal  injuries  before  judicatories,  without  having  taken 
these  previous  steps,  shall  themselves  be  censured,  as 
guilty  of  an  offence  against  the  peace  and  order  of  the 
church. 

V.  If  any  person  shall  spread  the  knowledge  of  an 
offence,  unless  so  far  as  shall  be  unavoidable,  in  prosecut¬ 
ing  it  before  the  proper  judicatory,  or  in  the  due  per¬ 
formance  of  some  other  indispensable  duty,  he  shall  be 
liable  to  censure  as  a  slanderer  of  his  brethren. 


CHAPTER  III. 

OF  PUBLIC  OFFENCES. 

I.  A  PUBLIC  offence  is  that  which  is  attended  with  such 
circumstances  as  to  require  the  cognizance  of  a  cuurch- 
judicatory. 

II.  This  is  always  the  case,  when  an  offence  is  either  so 
notorious  and  scandalous,  as  that  no  private  steps  would 
obviate  its  injurious  effects;  or  when,  though  originally 
known  to  one,  or  a  few,  the  private  steps  have  been  in¬ 
effectual,  and  there  is,  obviously,  no  way  of  removing  the 
offence,  but  by  means  of  a  judicial  process. 

III.  An  offence,  gross  in  itself,  and  known  to  several, 
may  be  so  circumstanced,  that  it  plainly  cannot  be  prose¬ 
cuted  to  conviction.  In  such  cases,  however  grievous  it 
may  be  to  the  pious,  to  see  an  unworthy  member  in  the 
church,  it  is  proper  to  wait  until  God,’ in  his  righteous 
providence,  shall  give  further  light;  as  few  things  tend 
inore  to  weaken  the  authority  of  discipline,  and  to  mul¬ 
tiply  offences,  than  to  commence  process  without  suffi¬ 
cient  proof. 

IV.  When  any  person  is  charged  with  a  crime,  not  by 
an  individual,  or  individuals,  coming  forward  .as  accusers, 
but  by  general  rumor,  the  previous  steps  prescribed  by 
our  Lord  in  case  of  private  offences,  are  not  necessary  ; 


but  the  proper  judic.atory  is  bound  to  take  immediate 
cognizance  of  the  affair. 

In  order  to  render  an  offence  proper  for  the  cgiii- 
zance  of  a  judicatory  on  this  ground,  the  rumor  must  'pi  - 
cify  some  particular  sin  or  sins;  it  must  he  gem-r.il.  or 
widely  spread ;  it  must  not  be  transient,  but  perm.iiieiit, 
aiul  rather  gaining  strength  than  declining  ;  and  it  mi;st 
be  accompanied  with  strong  presumption  of  truth.  Tak¬ 
ing  up  charges  on  this  ground,  of  coui.se,  requires  great 
caution,  and  the  exercise  of  much  Christian  priulence. 

VI.  It  m.ay  happen,  however,  that  in  consequence  of  a 
report,  which  does  not  fully  amount  to  a  getieral  rumor, 
as  just  described,  a  slandered  individual  may  request  a 
judicial  investigation,  which  it  may  be  the  duty  of  the 
judicatory  to  institute. 

CHAPTER  IV. 

OF  ACTUAL  PROCESS. 

I.  When  all  other  means  of  removing  an  offence  have 
failed,  the  judicatory,  to  which  cognizance  of  it  prop^rily 
belongs,  shall  judicially  take  it  into  consideration. 

II.  There  are  two  modes  in  which  .an  offence  may  be 
brought  before  a  judicatory:  either  by  an  individ.ial  or 
individuals,  who  appear  as  accusers,  and  undertake  to 
substanti.ate  the  charge  ;  or  by  common  fame. 

III.  In  the  former  case,  process  must  be  pursued  in  the 
name  of  the  accuser  or  accusers.  In  the  lat.;er,  there  is 
no  need  of  naming  any  person  as  the  accuser.  Common 
fame  is  the  accuser.  Yet  a  general  rumor  may  be 
raised  by'  the  rashness,  censoriousness,  or  malice,  of  one 
or  more  individuals.  When  this  appears  to  have  been  the 
case,  such  individuals  ought  to  be  censured,  in  proportion 
to  the  degree  of  criminality  which  appears  attached  to 
their  conduct. 

IV.  Great  c.aution  ought  to  be  exercised  in  receiving 
accusations  from  any  person  who  is  known  to  indulge  ;; 
m.alignant  spirit  toward  the  .accused;  who  is  not  of  good 
ch.aracter ;  who  is  himself  under  censure  or  proces.s  ;  who 
is  deeply  interested,  in  any  respect,  in  the  conviction  of 
the  accused;  or  who  is  known  to  be  litigious,  nish,  or 
highly  imprudent. 

V.  When  a  judicatory'  enters  on  the  consideration  of  a 
crime  or  crimes  alleged,  no  more  shall  be  done,  at  the 
first  meeting,  unless  by'  consent  of  parties,  than  to  give 
the  accused  a  copy  of  each  charge,  with  the  names  of  the 
witnesses  to  support  it;  and  to  cite  all  concerned,  to  ap¬ 
pear  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  judicatory,  to  have  the 
matter  fully'  heard  and  decided.  Notice  shall  be  given  to 
the  parties  concerned,  at  least  ten  days  previously  to  the 
meeting  of  the  judicatory. 

VI.  The  citations  shall  be  issued,  and  signed,  by'  the 
moderator  or  clerk,  by  order,  and  in  the  name  of  the  ju¬ 
dicatory'.  lie  sh.all  also  furnish  citations  for  such  witnesses 
as  the  accused  shall  nomin.ate,  to  .appear  on  his  beh.alf. 

VII.  Although  it  is  required  that  the  accused  be  in¬ 
formed  of  the  names  of  all  the  witnesses  who  are  to  be  ad¬ 
duced  against  him,  at  least  ten  d.ay'S  before  the  time  of 
trial,  (unless  he  consent  to  waive  the  right  and  proceed 
immediately,)  it  is  not  necessary  that  ho,  on  his  part,  give 
a  similar  notice  to  the  judicatory  of  all  the  witnesses  in¬ 
tended  to  be  adduced  by  him  for  his  exculpation. 

VIII.  In  exhibiting  charges,  the  times,  places,  and  cir¬ 
cumstances  should,  if  possible,  be  ascertained  and  stated, 
that  the  accused  may  have  an  opportunity'  to  j)iove  an 
alibi,  or  to  extenuate,  or  alleviate,  his  offence. 

IX.  The  judic.atory',  in  m.any  eases,  m.ay  find  it  more  for 
edification,  to  send  some  members  to  converse,  in  a  pri¬ 
vate  manner,  with  the  accu.sed  person  ;  and,  if  he  confesses 
guilt,  to  endeavor  to  bring  him  to  rciientance,  than  to  pro¬ 
ceed  immedijitely  to  citation. 

X  When  an  accused  person,  or  a  witness,  refuses  to 
obey'  the  citation,  he  shall  be  cited  a  second  time:  and.  if 
he  still  continue  to  refuse,  he  shall  be  excluded  from  the 
communion  of  the  church,  for  his  contum.acy',  until  he  rc- 
pent, 

XI.  Although,  on  the  first  citation,  the  person  cited 
sh.all  declare  in  writing,  or  otherwise,  his  fi.xed  determi¬ 
nation  not  to  obey  it ;  this  declaration  sh.all,  in  no  cas.-, 
induce  the  judicatory'  to  deviate  from  the  regular  course, 
prescribed  for  citations.  They  sh.all  proceed  as  if  no  such 
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declaration  had  been  made.  The  person  cited  may  after¬ 
ward  alter  his  mind. 

XII.  The  time  which  must  elapse  between  the  firnt  ci¬ 
tation  of  an  accused  person,  or  a  witness,  and  the  meeting 
of  the  judicatory  at  which  he  is  to  appear,  is  at  least  ten 
days.  But  the  time  allotted  fur  his  appearance,  in  Iha-nub- 
sequent  citation,  is  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  judicatory; 
provided  always,  however,  that  it  be  not  less  tiian  is  quite 
sufficient  fora  seasonable  and  convenient  compliance  with 
the  citation. 

XIII.  The  second  citation  .ought  always  to  be  accom¬ 
panied  with  a  notice,  that,  if  the  person  cited  do  not  ap¬ 
pear  at  tile  time  appointed,  the  judicatory,  besides  cen¬ 
suring  him  for  his  contumacy,  will,  after  assigning  some 
person  to  manage  his  defence,  proceed  to  take  the  testi¬ 
mony  in  his  case,  a'<  if  ho  were  present. 

XiV.  Judicatories,  before  proceeding  to  trial,  ought  to 
ascertain  that  their  citations  have  been  duly  served  on 
the  persons  for  whom  they  were  intended,  and  especially 
before  they  proceed  to  ultimate  measures  for  contu¬ 
macy. 

XV.  The  trial  shall  be  fair  and  impartial.  The  wit¬ 
nesses  shall  be  examined  in  the  presence  of  the  accused  ; 
or,  at  least,  after  he  shall  have  received  due  citation  to 
.attend ;  and  he  shall  be  permitted  to  ask  any  questions 
tending  to  his  own  exculp.ation. 

XVI.  The  judgment  shall  be  regularly  entered  on  the 
records  of  the  judicatory;  and  the  parties  sh.all  bo  al¬ 
lowed  copies  of  the  whole  proceedings,  at  their  own  ex¬ 
pense,  if  they  demand  them.  And,  in  case  of  reference.s, 
or  appeals,  the  judicatory  referring,  or  appealed  from, 
shall  send  authentic  copies  of  the  whole  process  to  the 
higher  judicatory. 

XVII.  The  person  found  guilty  shall  be  admonished, 
or  rebuked,  or  excluded  from  church-privileges,  as  the 
case  shall  appear  to  deserve,  until  he  give  satisfactory  evi- 
ilence  of  repentance. 

XVIII.  As  cases  may  arise  in  which  many  days,  or 
even  weeks,  may  intervene  before  it  is  practicable  to 
commence  process  against  an  accused  church-member, 
the  session  may,  in  such  cases,  and  ought,  if  they  think 
the  edification  of  the  church  requires  it,  to  prevent  the 
accused  person  from  approaching  the  Lord’s  table,  until 
the  charge  against  him  can  be  examined. 

XIX.  The  sentence  sh.all  be  published  only  in  the 
church  or  churches  which  have  been  offended.  Or,  if  the 
offence  be  of  small  importance,  and  such  as  it  shall  appear 
most  for  edification  not  to  imblish,  the  sentence  may  pass 
only  in  the  judicatory. 

XX.  Such  gross  offenders,  as  will  not  be  reclaimed  by 
the  private  or  public  admonitions  of  the  church,  are  to  be 
cut  off  from  its  communion,  agreeably  to  our  Lord’s  di¬ 
rection,  Matt,  xviii.  17,  aud  the  apostolic  injunction  re¬ 
specting  the  incestuous  person,  1  Cor.  v.  1 — 5. 

XXL  No  professional  counsel  sh.all  be  permitted  to 
appear  and  plead  in  cases  of  process  in  any  of  our  eccle¬ 
siastical  courts.  But,  if  any  accused  person  feels  un;ible 
to  represent  and  plead  his  own  cause  to  advantage,  he 
may  request  any  minister,  or  elder,  belonging  to  the  judi- 
qatory  before  which  he  appears,  to  prepare  and  exhibit  his 
cause  as  he  may  judge  proper.  But  the  minister,  or  elder, 
so  engaged,  shall  not  bo  allowed,  after  pleading  the  cause 
of  the  accused,  to  sit  in  judgment  as  a  member  of  the  ju¬ 
dicatory. 

XXII.  Questions  of  order,  which  arise  in  the  course  of 
process,  shall  be  decided  by  the  moderator.  If  an  appeal 
is  made  from  the  chair,  the  question  on  the  appeal  shall 
be  taken  without  debate. 

XXIII.  In  recording  the  proceedings,  in  cases  of  judi¬ 
cial  process,  the  reasons  for  all  decisions,  except  on  ques¬ 
tions  of  order,  shall  be  recorded  at  length ;  that  the  record 
may  exhibit  everything  which  had  an  influence  on  the 
judgment  of  the  court.  And  nothing,  but  what  is  con¬ 
tained  in  the  record,  may  be  taken  into  consideration  in 
reviewing  the  proceedings  in  a  superior  court. 

CHAPTER  V. 

OP  PROCESS  AGAINST  A  BISHOP,  OR  MINISTER. 

I.  As  the  honor  and  success  of  the  Gospel  depend,  in 
a  great  measure,  on  the  character  of  its  ministers,  each 
Presbytery  ought,  with  the  greatest  care  and  impartial¬ 


ity,  to  watch  over  the  personal  and  professional  condn,y» 
of  all  its  members.  But  as,  on  the  one  hand,  no  minister 
ought,  on  account  of  his  office,  to  be  screened  from  the 
hand  of  justice,  nor  his  offences  to  be  slightly  censured; 
so  neither  ought  scandalous  charges  to  be  reed  ved  against 
him,  by  any  judicatory,  on  slight  grounds. 

11.  Proce.ss  against  a  Gospel  mini.ster  shall  alw.ays  be 
entered  liefore  the  Presbytery  of  which  he  is  a  iiieinber. 
And  the  .same  candor,  caution,  and  general  method,  sub¬ 
stituting  only  the  Presbytery  for  the  se.^sion,  are  to  be 
observed  in  investigating  charges  against  him,  as  are  pre¬ 
scribed  in  the  c.ase  of  private  members. 

HI.  If  it  be  found,  that  the  facts,  with  which  a  min¬ 
ister  stands  charged,  liappened  without  the  bounds  of  his 
own  Presbytery  that  Presbytery  sh.all  send  notice  to  the 
Presbytery  within  avhose  bounds  they  did  happen  ;  and 
desire  them,  either  (if  within  convenient  distance)  to  cite 
the  witnesses  to  appear  at  the.  place  of  trial;  or  (if  the 
distance  be  so  gre.at  as  to  render  that  inconvenient),  to 
take  the  ex.amination  themselves,  .and  transmit  an  au¬ 
thentic  record  of  their  testimony  ;  .always  giving  due  no¬ 
tice  to  the  accused  person  of  the  time  and  place  of  such 
examin.ation. 

IV.  Xevertheless,  in  c.ase  of  a  minister  being  supposed 
to  be  guilty  of  a  crime,  or  crimes,  at  such  a  di.stance  from 
his  usual  pl.ace  of  residence,  as  that  the  offence  is  not 
likely  to  become  otherwise  known  to  the  Presbytery  to 
which  he  belongs;  it  shall,  in  such  case,  be  the  duty  of 
the  Presbytery  within  whose  bounds  the  facts  shall  have 
happened,  after  s.atisfying  themselves  that  there  is  prob¬ 
able  ground  of  accusation,  to  send  notice  to  the  Presby¬ 
tery  of  which  he  is  a  member,  who  are  to  proceed  against 
him,  and  either  send  and  take  the  testimony  themselve.s, 
by  a  commission  of  their  own  body,  or  request  the  other 
Presbytery  to  take  it  for  them,  and  transmit  the  same, 
properly  authenticated. 

V.  Process  against  a  Gospel  minister  shall  not  be  com¬ 
menced,  unless  some  person  or  persons  undertake  to  make 
out  the  charge ;  or  unless  common  fame  so  loudly  pro¬ 
claims  the  scandal,  that  the  Presbytery  find  it  necessary, 
for  the  honor  of  religion,  to  investigate  the  charge. 

VI.  As  the  success  of  the  Gospel  greatly  depends  upon 
the  exemplary  ch.aracter  of  its  ministers,  their  soundness 
in  the  faith,  and  holy  conversation ;  and  as  it  is  the  duty 
of  all  Christians  to  be  very  cautious  in  taking  up  an  ill 
report  of  any  man,  but  especially  of  a  minister  of  the 
Gospel:  therefore,  if  any  man  knows  a  minister  to  be 
guilty  of  a  private,  censurable  fault,  he  should  warn  him 
in  private.  But,  if  the  guilty  person  persist  in  his  fault, 
or  it  become  public,  he  who  knows  it  should  apply  to 
some  other  bishop  of  the  Presbytery  for  his  advice  in  the 
case. 

VII.  The  prosecutor  of  a  minister  shall  be  previously 
warned,  that,  if  he  fail  to  prove  the  charges,  he  must 
himself  be  censured  as  a  slanderer  of  the  Gospel-ministry, 
in  proportion  to  the  malignancy,  or  rashness,  that  shall 
appear  in  the  prosecution. 

VIII.  When  complaint  is  laid  before  the  Presbytery,  it 
must  be  reduced  to  writing;  and  nothing  further  is  to  bo 
done  at  the  first  meeting  (unless  by  consent  of  parties), 
than  giving  the  minister  a  full  copy  of  the  charges,  with 
the  names  of  the  witnesses  .annexed  ;  and  citing  all  parties 
and  their  witnesses,  to  appear  and  be  heard  at  the  next 
meeting ;  which  meeting  shall  not  be  sooner  than  ten 
days  after  such  citation. 

IX.  When  a  member  of  a  church-judic.atory  is  under 
process,  it  shall  be  discretionary  with  the  judicatory, 
whether  his  privileges  of  deliberating  .and  voting,  as  a 
member,  in  other  matters,  shall  bo  suspended  until  the 
process  is  finally  issued,  or  not. 

X.  At  the  next  meeting  of  the  Presbytery,  the  ch.arges 
shall  be  read  to  him,  and  he  shall  be  called  upon  to  say 
whether  he  is  guilty  or  not.  If  he  confess,  and  the  matter 
be  b.ase  and  flagitious ;  such  as  drunkenness,  uncleanness, 
or  crimes  of  a  higher  nature,  however  penitent  he  may  ap¬ 
pear,  to  the  satisfaction  of  all,  the  Presbytery  must,  witho..: 
delay,  suspend  him  from  the  exercise  of  his  office,  or  depose 
him  from  the  ministry ;  and,  if  the  way  be  clear  for  the  pur¬ 
pose,  appoint  him  a  due  time  to  confess  publicly  before 
the  congregation  offended,  and  to  profess  his  penitence. 

XI.  if  a  minister  accused  of  atrocious  crimes,  being 
twice  duly  cited,  shall  refuse  to  attend  the  Presbytery,  he 
shall  bo  immediately  suspended.  And  if,  after  another 
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citation,  he  still  refuse  to  attend,  he  shall  be  deposed  ai 
contumacious. 

XII.  If  the  minister,  when  he  appears,  will  not  confess, 
but  denies  the  facts  alleged  against  liim;  if,  oil  hearing  the 
witnesses,  the  charges  appear  important,  and  well  sup¬ 
ported,  the  Presbytery  must,  nevertheless,  censure  him; 
and  admonish,  suspend,  or  de[)ose  him,  according  to  the 
nature  of  the  offence. 

XIII.  Heres)'  and  schism  maybe  of  such  a  nature  as 
to  infer  deposition  ;  but  errors  ought  to  be  carefully  con¬ 
sidered  ;  whctlier  they  strike  at  the  vit.als  of  religion,  and 
are  industriously  spread  ;  or,  whether  they  arise  from  the 
weakness  of  the  human  understanding,  and  arc  not  likely 
to  do  much  injury. 

XrV.  A  minister,  under  process  for  heresy  or  schism, 
should  be  treated  with  Christian  and  brotherly  tender¬ 
ness.  Frequent  conferences  ought  to  be  held  with  him, 
and  proper  admonitions  administered.  For  some  more 
dangerous  errors,  however,  suspension  may  become  neces¬ 
sary. 

XV.  If  the  Presbytery  find,  on  trial,  that  the  matter 
complained  of  amounts  to  no  more  than  such  acts  of  in¬ 
firmity  as  may  be  amended,  and  the  people  satisfied;  so 
that  little  or  nothing  remains  to  hinder  his  usefulness, 
they  shall  take  all  prudent  measures  to  remove  the  of¬ 
fence. 

XVI.  A  minister,  deposed  for  scandalous  conduct,  shall 
not  be  restored,  even  on  the  deepest  sorrow  for  his  sin, 
until  after  some  time  of  eminent  and  exemplary,  humble 
and  edifying  conversation,  to  heal  the  wound  made  by  his 
scandal.  And  he  ought  in  no  case  to  be  restored,  until  it 
shall  appear,  that  the  sentiments  of  the  religious  public 
are  strongly  in  his  favor,  and  demand  his  restoration. 

XVII.  As  soon  as  a  mini.ster  is  deposed,  his  congrega¬ 
tion  shall  be  declared  vacant. 


CHAPTER  TI. 

OF  WITNESSES. 

I.  Jtjnic ATORIES  ought  to  be  very  careful  and  impartial 
in  receiving  testimon}'.  All  persons  are  not  competent 
witnesses ;  and  all  who  are  competent  are  not  credible. 

II.  A  witness  is  one  who  ought  to  be  ad¬ 

mitted  and  heard.  The  competency  of  a  witness  may  be 
affected  by  his  want  of  the  proper  age ;  by  a  want  of  any 
of  the  senses  essential  to  a  knowledge  of  the  matter  which 
he  is  called  to  establish  ;  by  weakness  of  understanding; 
by  infamy  of  character  ;  by  being  under  church-censure 
for  falsehood  or  perjury;  by  nearness  of  relationship  to 
any  of  the  parties;  and  by  a  variety  of  considerations 
which  can  not  be  specified  in  detail. 

III.  Where  there  is  room  for  doubt  with  regard  to  any 
of  these  points,  either  party  has  a  right  to  challenge  wit¬ 
nesses;  and  the  judicatory  shall  candidly  attend  to  the 
exceptions,  and  decide  upon  them. 

IV.  The  credibility  of  a  witness,  or  the  degree  of  credit 
due  to  his  testimony,  may  be  affected  by  relationship  to 
any  of  the  parties ;  by  deep  interest  in  the  result  of  the 
trial;  by  general  rashness,  indiscretion,  or  malignity  of 
character;  and  by  various  other  circumstances  ;  to  which 
judicatories  shall  carefully  attend,  and  for  which  they 
shall  make  all  proper  allowance  in  their  decision. 

V.  A  husband  or  wife  shall  not  be  compelled  to  bear 
testimony  against  each  other  in  any  judicatory. 

VI.  The  testimony  of  more  than  one  witness  is  neces¬ 
sary  in  order  to  establish  any  charge ;  yet,  if  several 
credible  witnesses  bear  testimony  to  different  similar 
acts,  belonging  to  the  same  general  charge,  the  crime  shall 
be  considered  .as  proved. 

VII.  No^witness,  afterward  to  be  examined,  except  a 
member  of  the  judicatory,  shall  be  present  during  the 
examination  of  another  witness  on  the  same  case,  unless 
by  consent  of  parties. 

\IIf.  To  prevent  confusion,  witnesses  shall  be  exam¬ 
ined  first  by  the  party  introducing  them;  then  cros.s- 
examined  by  the  opposite  party:  after  which  any  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  judicatory,  or  either  party,  may  put  additional 
interrogatories.  But  no  question  shall  be  put,  or  an¬ 
swered,  except  by  permission  of  the  moderator. 

IX.  The  oath  or  affirmation  to  a  witness,  shall  be  ad¬ 
ministered  by  the  moderator,  in  the  following  or  like 
terms:  “You  solemnly  promise,  in  the  presence  of  the 


'  omniscient  and  heart-searching  God,  that  yon  will  declare 
I  tile  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  trutli,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge,  in  the  matter  ia 
which  you  are  called  to  witne.ss,  as  you  sliall  answer  it  to 
the  great  Judge  of  quick  and  dead." 

X.  Every  question  put  to  a  witness  sh.all.  if  required, 
be  reduced  to  writing.  When  answered,  it  .'.lia!!.  together 
with  the  answer,  be  recorded,  if  deemeil  by  eitiier  icuty 
of  sufficient  importance. 

XI.  The  records  of  a  judicatory,  or  any  [>art  of  them, 
whether  original  or  transcribed,  if  regnlariy  anthenticato«l 
by  the  moderator  and  clerk,  or  eitlier  of  tliem.  .>-hall  bo 
deemed  good  and  sufficient  evidence  in  every  other  judi¬ 
catory. 

XII.  In  like  manner,  testimony  taken  by  one  judica¬ 
tory,  and  regularly  certified,  shall  be  received  by  every 
other  judicatory,  .as  no  less  valid  than  if  it  h.ad  been  t.akcn 
by  themselves. 

XIII.  C.ases  may  arise,  in  which  it  is  not  convenient  for 
a  judicatory  to  have  the  whole,  or,  perhap.s  any  part,  of 
the  testimony  in  a  i)articular  cause,  taken  in  their  pres¬ 
ence.  In  this  c.ase,  a  commission  of  the  judicatory,  con¬ 
sisting  of  two  or  three  member.s,  may  be  appointed,  and 
authorized  to  proceed  to  the  place  where  the  witness  or 
witnesses  reside,  and  take  the  testimoiiA'  in  question, 
whicli  sliall  be  considered  as  if  taken  in  the  ju'esence  of 
the  judicatory:  of  which  commission,  ami  of  the  time 
and  pl.ace  of  their  meeting,  due  notice  shall  be  given  to 
the  opposite  partv,  that  lie  may  have  an  oiiportunity  of 
attending.  And,  if  the  accused  shall  desire  on  his  i>art, 
to  take  testimony  at  a  distance  for  his  own  exculpation^ 
he  shall  give,  notice  to  the  judicatory  of  the  time  ami 
place  when  it  is  iiroposed  to  take  it,  that  a  commission, 
as  in  the  former  case,  may  be  appointed  for  the  pur¬ 
pose. 

XIV.  When  the  witnesses  have  all  been  examined, 
the  .accused  and  the  prosecutor  shall  h.ave  the  privilege 
of  commenting  on  their  testimony  to  any  reasonable 
extent. 

XV.  A  member  of  the  judicatory  may  be  called  upon 
to  bear  testimony  in  a  case  which  comes  before  it.  He 
sh.all  be  qualified  as  other  avitnesses  are  ;  and,  after  hav¬ 
ing  given  his  testimony,  he  may  immediately  resume  his 
seat  .as  a  member  of  the  judicatory. 

XVI.  A  member  of  the  church,  summoned  .as  a  wit¬ 
ness,  and  refusing  to  appear,  or,  having  appeared,  refusing 
to  give  testimony,  may  be  censured  for  contumacy,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  circumstances  of  the  c.ase. 

XVII.  The  testimony  given  by  witnesses  must  be  faith¬ 
fully  recorded,  and  read  to  them,  for  their  approbation,  or 
subscription. 


CHAPTER  YII. 

OF  THE  VARIOCS  WAYS  IN  WHICH  A  C.\USE  .MAY 

BE  CARRIED  FROM  A  LOWER  JUDICATORY  TO  A 

HIGHER. 

I.  In  .all  governments  conducted  by  men,  wrong  m.ay 
be  done,  from  ignorance,  from  prejudice,  from  malice,  or 
from  other  causes.  To  jirevent  the  continued  existence 
of  this  wrong,  is  one  great  design  of  superior  judicatories. 
And,  although  there  must  be  a  last  resort,  beyond  which 
there  is  no  appeal ;  yet  the  security  against  i>ermanent 
Avrong  Avill  be  as  great  as  the  nature  of  the  case  admits, 
Avhen  those  Avho  had  no  concern  in  the  origin  of  the  juo- 
ceedings  are  brought  to  review  them,  and  to  annul  or 
confirm  them,  as  they  see  cause  ;  Avhen  a  greater  number 
of  counsellors  are  made  to  sanction  the  judgments,  or  to 
correct  the  errors,  of  a  smaller;  and  finally.  Avhen  the 
Avhole  Church  is  called  to  sit  in  judgment  on  the  acts  of  a 
part. 

II.  Every  kind  of  decision  Avhich  is  formed  in  any 
church-judicatorv,  except  the  highest,  is  .subject  i<»  the 
review  of  a  superior  judicatory,  and  may  be  carried  before 
it  in  one  or  the  other  of  the  four  folloAving  Avays: 

SECTION  I. 

GENER.A.L  r.EA'IEAV  AND  CONTROL. 

I.  It  is  the  duty  of  cA'ery  judicatory  above  .a  church- 
session,  at  least  once  a  year,  to  revioAv  the  records  of  tho 
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proceedings  of  the  judicatory  next  below.  And,  if  any 
lower  judicatory  shall  omit  to  send  up  its  records  for  this 
purpose,  the  higher  may  issue  an  order  to  produce  them, 
either  immediately,  or  at  a  particular  time,  as  circum¬ 
stances  may  require. 

II.  In  reviewing  the  records  of  an  inferior  judicatory, 
it  is  proper  to  examine,  Fiest,  Whether  the  proceedings 
have  been  constitutional  and  regular:  Secondly,  Whether 
they  have  been  wise,  equitable,  and  for  the  edification  of 
the  church  :  Thirdly,  AVhether  they  liavo  been  correctly 
recorded. 

III.  In  most  cases,  the  superior  judicatory  may  be  con¬ 
sidered  as  fulfilling  its  duty,  by  simply  recording,  on  its 
own  minutes,  the  animadversion,  or  censure,  which  it 
may  think  proper  to  pass  on  records  under  review;  and, 
also,  by  making  an  entry  of  the  same  in  the  book  re¬ 
viewed.  But  it  may  be,  that,  in  the  course  of  review, 
cases  of  irresular  proceedings  may  be  found,  so  disreput¬ 
able  and  injurious  as  to  demand  the  interference  of  the 
superior  judicatory.  In  cases  of  this  kind,  the  inferior 
judicatory  may  be  required  to  review  and  correct  its  pro¬ 
ceedings. 

IV.  No  judicial  decision,  hoAvever,  of  a  judicatory,  shall 
be  reversed,  unless  it  be  regularly  brought  up  by  appeal 
or  complaint. 

V.  Judicatories  may  sometimes  entirely  neglect  to  per¬ 
form  their  duty;  by  which  neglect,  heretical  opinions,  or 
corrupt  practices,  may  be  allowed  to  gain  ground  ;  or  of¬ 
fenders  of  a  very  gross  character  may  be  suffered  to 
escape :  or  some  circumstances  in  their  proceedings,  of 
very  great  irregularity,  may  not  be  distinctly  recorded 
by  them.  In  any  of  which  cases,  their  records  will  by  no 
means  exhibit  to  the  superior  judicatory  a  full  view  of 
their  proceedings.  If,  therefore,  the  superior  judicatory 
be  well  advised  by  common  fame,  that  such  neglects  or 
irregularities  have  occurred  on  the  part  of  the  inferior 
judicatory,  it  is  incumbent  on  them  to  take  cognizance  of 
the  same;  and  to  examine,  deliberate,  and  judge  in  the 
whole  matter,  as  completely  as  if  it  had  been  recorded, 
and  thus  brought  up  by  the  review  of  the  records. 

VI.  When  any  important  delinquency,  or  grossly  un¬ 
constitutional  proceedings,  appear  in  the  records  of  any 
judicatory,  or  are  charged  against  them  by  common  fame, 
the  first  stej)  to  be  taken  by  the  judicatory  next  above,  is 
to  cite  the  judicatory  alleged  to  have  offended,  to  appear 
at  a  specified  time  and  place,  and  to  show  what  it  has  done, 
or  failed  to  do,  in  the  case  in  question:  after  which,  tlio 
judicatory  thus  issuing  the  citation,  shall  remit  the  whole 
ma'tter  to  the  delinquent  judicatory,  Avith  a  direction  to 
take  it  up,  and  dispose  of  it  in  a  constitutional  manner,  or 
stay  all  further  proceedings  in  the  case,  as  circumstances 
may  require. 


SECTION  II. 

OF  EEFEEENCES. 

I.  A  reference  is  a  judicial  representation,  made  by  an 
inferior  judicatory  to  a  superior,  of  a  case  not  yet  decided ; 
which  representation  ought  always  to  be  in  writing. 

II.  Cases  which  are  ncAV,  important,  difficult,  of  peculiar 
delicacy,  the  decision  of  which  may  establish  principles, 
or  precedents,  of  extensive  influence,  on  which  the  sen¬ 
timents  of  the  inferior  judicatory  are  greatly  divided,  or 
on  which,  for  any  reason,  it  is  highly  desirable  that  a 
larger  body  should  first  decide,  arc  proper  subjects  of  ref- 
ei’ence. 

III.  Eeferences  are,  either  for  mere  advice,  preparatory 
to  a  decision  by  the  inferior  judicatory  ;  or  for  ultimate 
trial  and  decision  by  the  superior. 

IV.  In  the  former  case,  the  reference  only  suspends 
the  decision  of  the  judicatory  from  which  it  comes;  in 
the  latter  case,  it  totally  relinquishes  tlie  deci.sion,  and 
submits  the  whole  cause  to  the  final  judgment  of  the  su¬ 
perior  judicatory. 

V.  Although  references  may,  in  some  cases,  as  before 
stated,  be  highly  proper;  yet  it  is,  generally  speaking, 
more  conducive  to  the  public  good,  that  each  judicatory 
should  fulfill  its  duty  by  exercising  its  judgment. 

VI.  Although  a  reference  ought,  gener.ally,  to  procure 
advice  from  the  superior  judicatory  ;  yet  that  judicatory 
fs  not  necessarily  bound  to  give  a  final  judgment  in  the 
case,  even  if  requested  to  do  so ;  but  may  remit  the  whole 


cause,  either  with  or  without  advice,  back  to  the  judicyj. 
tory  by  which  it  was  referred. 

VII.  In  cases  of  reference,  the  members  of  the  inferior 
judicatory  making  it  retain  all  the  privileges  of  deliberat¬ 
ing  and  voting,  in  the  course  of  trial  and  judgment  before 
the  superior  judicatory,  Avhich  they  would  haveliad,  if  no 
reference  had  been  made. 

VIII.  Eeferences  are,  general!}’',  to  Jdo  c.arried  to  the 
judicatory  immediately  superior. 

IX.  In  cases  of  reference,  the  judicatory  referring 
ought  to  have  all  the  testimony,  and  other  documents, 
duly  prepared,  produced,  and  in  perfect  readiness;  so  that 
the  superior  judicatory  may  be  able  to  consider  and  issue 
the  case  with  as  little  difficulty  or  delay  as  possible. 

SECTION  III. 

OF  APFEALS. 

I.  An  appeal  is  the  removal  of  a  cause  .already  decided, 
from  an  ini'erior  to  a  superior  judicatory,  by  a  party  ag¬ 
grieved. 

II.  All  persons  Avho  have  submitted  to  a  regular  trial 
in  an  inferior,  may  appeal  to  a  higher  judicatory. 

III.  Any  irregularity  in  the  proceedings  of  the  inferior 
judicatory;  a  refusal  of  re.asonable  indulgence  to  a  party 
on  tri.al ;  declining  to  receive  important  testimony;  hur¬ 
rying  to  a  decision  before  the  testimony  is  fully  taken  ;  a 
manifestation  of  prejudice  in  the  c.ase;  and  mistake,  or 
injustice,  in  the  decision — .are  all  proper  grounds  of  ap- 
pe.al. 

IV.  Af>peals  may  be,  either  from  a  part  of  the  proceed¬ 
ings  of  a  judicatory,  or  from  a  definitive  sentence. 

V.  Every  appellant  is  bound  to  give  notice  of  his  in¬ 
tention  to  appeal,  and  also  to  hay  the  reasons  thereof,  in 
writing,  before  the  judicatory  appealed  from,  either  be¬ 
fore  its  rising,  or  Avithin  ten  days  thereafter.  If  this  no¬ 
tice,  or  these  reasons,  be  not  given  to  the  judicatory  Avhile 
in  session,  they  shall  be  lodged  Avith  the  moderator. 

VI.  Appeals  are  generally  to  be  carried  in  regular  gra- 
d.ation,  from  an  inferior  judicatory  to  the  one  immediately 
superior. 

VII.  The  appellant  shall  lodge  his  appeal,  and  the  rea¬ 
sons  of  it,  Avith  the  clerk  of  the  higher  judicatory,  before 
the  close  of  the  second  day  of  their  session. 

VIII. '  In  t.aking  up  .an  .appc.al,  after  ascertaining  that  the 
appellant,  on  his  part,  has  conducted  it  regul.arly,  tlie first 
step  sliall  be  to  read  the  sentence  appealed  from  :  sec- 
ondlff,  to  read  the  reasons  which  Avere  assigned  by  the 
appellant  fur  his  appeal,  and  Avhich  are  on  record  :  thirdly  , 
to  read  the  Avhole  record  of  the  proceedings  of  the  infe¬ 
rior  judic.atory  in  the  case,  including  all  the  testimony, 
and  the  reasons  of  their  decision  :  fourthly,  to  hear  the 
origin.al  parties  :  fifthly,  to  hear  any  of  the  members  of 
the  inferior  judicatory,  in  explanation  of  the  grounds  of 
tlieir  decision,  or  of  their  dissent  from  it. 

IX.  After  all  tlie  p.arties  shall  have  been  fully  he.ard, 
.and  .all  the  information  gained  by  the  members  of  the  su¬ 
perior  judic.atory,  from  those  of  the  inferior,  Avhich  shall 
be  deemed  requisite,  the  original  p.arties,  and  all  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  inferior  judic.atory,  shall  AvithdraAv  ;  Avhen  tho 
clerk  shall  call  the  roll,  that  every  member  may  have  an 
opportunity  to  express  his  opinion  on  tho  case  ;  after 
Avliich,  the  final  vote  shall  be  taken, 

X.  Tlie  decision  m.ay  be,  either  to  confirm,  or  rcA'crse, 
in  Avholo,  or  in  part,  the  decision  of  the  inferior  judica¬ 
tory  ;  or  to  remit  the  cause,  for  the  purpose  of  amending 
the  record,  should  it  appear  to  bo  incorrect,  or  defective  ; 
or  for  a  ncAV  trial. 

XI.  If  an  appellant,  after  entering  his  appeal  to  a  supe¬ 
rior  judic.atory,  fiiil  to  prosecute  it,  it  sh.all  be  considered 
as  abandoned,  and  the  sentence  appe.aled  from  shall  be 
final.  And  an  appellant  shall  be  considered  as  abandoning 
his  appe.al,  if  ho  do  not  appear  before  the  judic.atory  .ap¬ 
pealed  to,  on  the  first  or  second  day  of  its  meeting,  next 
ensuing  the  date  of  his  notice  of  appe.al :  except  in  cases 
in  Avhich  the  appellant  can  m.ake  it  appear,  that  he  Avas 
prevented  from  seasonably  prosecuting  his  appeal  by  the 
providence  of  God. 

XII.  Members  of  judicatories  appealed  from  cannot  bo 
.allowed  to  vote  in  the  superior  judicatory,  on  any  ques¬ 
tion  connected  Avith  the  appeal. 

XIII.  If  the  members  of  the  inferior  judic.atory,  in  c.ase 
of  a  sentence  appealed  from,  appear  to  have  acted  accord- 
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ing  to  the  best  of  their  judgment,  and  with  good  inten¬ 
tion,  they  incur  no  censure,  although  their  sentence  be 
reversed.  Yet,  if  they  appear  to  have  acted  irregularly, 
•r  corruptly,  they  shall  be  censured  as  the  case  may  re- 
(fuire. 

XIY.  If  an  appellant  is  found  to  manifest  a  litigious, 
or  other  unchristian,  spirit,  iu  the  prosecution  of  his  ap¬ 
peal,  he  shall  be  censured  according  to  the  degree  of  his 
offence. 

XV.  The  necessary  operation  of  an  appeal  is,  to  suspend 
all  further  proceedings  on  the  ground  of  the  sentence  ap¬ 
pealed  from.  But,  if  a  sentence  of  suspension,  or  ex- 
communication  from  church-privileges,  or  of  deposition 
from  office,  be  the  sentence  appealed  from,  it  shall  be  con¬ 
sidered  as  in  force  until  the  appeal  shall  be  issued. 

XVI.  It  shall  always  be  deemed  the  duty  of  the  judica¬ 
tory,  whose  judgment  is  appealed  from,  to  send  authentic 
copies  of  all  their  records,  and  of  the  whole  testimony  re¬ 
lating  to  the  matter  of  the  appeal.  And,  if  any  judicatory 
shall  neglect  its  duty  in  this  respect,  especially,  if  thereby 
an  appellant,  who  has  conducted  with  regularity  on  his 
part,  is  deprived  of  the  privilege  of  having  his  appeal 
seasonably  issued  ;  such  judicatory  shall  be  censured  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  circumstances  of  the  case. 

XVII.  An  appeal  shall  in  no  case  be  entered,  except  by 
one  of  the  original  parties. 


SECTION  IV. 

OF  COMPLAIXTS. 

I.  Another  method  by  which  a  cause,  which  has  been 
decided  by  an  inferior  judicatory,  may  be  carried  before  a 
superior,  is  by  complaint. 

II.  A  complaint  is  a  representation  made  to  a  superior, 
by  any  member,  or  members,  of  a  minority  of  an  inferior 
judicatory,  or  by  any  other  person  or  persons,  respecting 
a  decision  by  an  inferior  judicatory,  which,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  complainants,  has  been  irregularly  or  unjustly 
made. 

III.  The  cases,  in  which  complaint  is  proper  and  ad¬ 
visable,  are  such  as  the  following:  viz.  The  judgment  of 
an  inferior  judicatory  m.ay  be  favorable  to  the  only  party 
Avho  has  been  placed  at  their  bar;  or  the  judgment  in 
question  may  do  no  wrong  to  any  individual  :  or  the 
jiarty  w'ho  is  aggrieved  by  it  may  decline  the  trouble  of 
Conducting  an  appeal.  In  any  of  these  cases  no  appeal  is 
to  be  expected.  And  yet  the  judgment  may  appear  to 
some  of  the  members  of  the  judicatory,  to  be  contrary  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  Church,  injurious  to  the  interests 
of  religion,  and  calculated  to  degrade  the  character  of 
those  who  have  pronounced  it.  In  this  case,  the  minority 
have  not  only  a  right  to  record,  in  the  minutes  of  the 
judicatory,  their  dissent  from  this  judgment,  or  their  pro¬ 
test  against  it,  but  they  have  also  a  right  to  complain  to 
the  superior  judicatorj'. 

IV.  Notice  of  a  complaint  shall  always  be  given  before 
the  rising  of  the  judicatory,  or  within  ten  days  thereafter, 
as  in  the  case  of  an  appeal 

V.  This  complaint  brings  the  whole  proceedings  in  the 
case  under  the  review  of  the  superior  judicatory  :  and,  if 
the  complaint  appears  to  be  well  founded,  it  may  have  the 
effect,  not  only  of  drawing  down  censure  upon  those  who 
concurred  in  the  judgment  complained  of;  but  also  of 
reversing  that  judgment,  and  placing  matters  in  the  .same 
situation  in  which  they  were  before  the  judirment  was 
pronounced. 

VI.  In  cases  of  complaint,  however,  as  in  those  of  ap¬ 
peal,  the  reversal  of  a  judgment  of  an  inferior  judicatory 
is  not  necessarily  connected  with  censure  on  that  judica¬ 
tory. 

VII.  None  of  the  members  of  the  judicatory  whose  act 
is  complained  of  can  vote  in  the  superior  judicatory,  on 
any  question  connected  with  the  complaint 


CHAPTER  YIII. 

OF  DISSENTS  AND  PROTESTS. 

I.  A  DISSENT  is  a  declaration  on  the  part  of  one  or  more 
members  of  a  minority  in  a  judicatory,  expressing  a  dif¬ 
ferent  opinion  from  thAt  of  the  majority  in  a  particular 


case.  A  dissent,  unaccompanied  with  reasons,  is  always 
entered  on  the  records  of  the  judicatory. 

II.  A  protest  is  a  more  solemn  and  iorm.al  declaration, 
made  by  members  of  a  minority  as  before  mentioned, 
bearing  their  testimony  against  what  they  deem  a  mis¬ 
chievous,  or  erroneous,  judgment;  and  is  generally  ac¬ 
companied  with  a  detail  of  the  reasons  on  which' it  is 
founded. 

III.  If  a  protest,  or  dissent,  be  couched  in  decent  and 
respectful  language,  and  contain  no  offensive  reflections, 
or  insinuations,  against  the  majority  of  the  judicatorv' 
those  who  offer  it  have  a  right  to  have  it  recorded  on  tlie 
minutes. 

IV.  A  dissent,  or  protest,  may  be  accompanied  with  a 
complaint  to  a  superior  judicatory,  or  not,  at  the  ple.asure 
of  those  who  offer  it.  If  not  thus  accompanied,  it  is  sim¬ 
ply  left  to  speak  for  itself,  when  the  records  containing  it 
come  to  be  reviewed  by  the  superior  judicatory. 

V.  It  may  sometimes  happen  that  a  protest,  though  not 
infringing  the  rules  of  decorum,  either  in  its  language,  or 
matter,  may  impute  to  the  judicatory  whose  judgment  it 
opposes,  some  principles,  or  reasonings,  which  it  never 
adopted.  In  this  case,  the  majority  of  the  judicatory  m.ay 
with  propriety  .appoint  a  committee  to  draw  up  an  an¬ 
swer  to  the  protest,  which,  after  being  adopted  as  the  act 
of  the  judicatory,  ought  to  be  inserted  on  the  records. 

VI.  When,  in  such  a  case,  the  answer  of  the  m.ajorityis 
brought  in,  those  who  entered  their  protest  m.ay  be  of  the 
opinion,  that  fidelity  to  their  cause  calls  upon  them  to 
make  a  reply  to  the  answer.  This,  however,  ought  bj'  no 
me.ans  to  be  admitted;  .as  the  majority  might,  of  cour.se, 
rejoin,  and  litig.ation  micht  be  perpetuated,  to  the  great 
inconvenience  and  disgr.ace  of  the  judicatory. 

VH.  When,  however,  those,  who  h.ave  protested,  con¬ 
sider  the  answer  of  the  m.ajority  .as  imputing  to  them 
opinions,  or  conduct,  Avhich  they  disavow;  the  proper 
course  is,  to  ask  leave  to  take  back  their  protest,  and 
modify  it  in  such  m.anner  as  to  render  it  more  agree.ahlc 
to  their  views.  This  alteration  may  lead  to  a  correspond¬ 
ing  alteration  in  the  answer  of  the  majority  ;  with  which 
the  Avhole  affair  ought  to  terminate. 

VIII.  None  can  join  in  a  protest  against  a  decision  of 
any  judicatory,  excepting  those  who  had  a  right  to  vote 
in  said  decision. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

NEW  TESTIMONY. 

I.  If,  after  a  trial  before  any  judicatory,  new  testimony 
be  discovered,  Avhich  is  supposed  to  be  highly  to  the  ex¬ 
culpation  of  the  accused,  it  is  proper  for  him  to  ask,  and 
for  the  judicatory  to  grant,  a  ne^v  trial. 

II.  It  sometimes  happens,  in  the  prosecution  of  .appe.als, 
that  testimony,  which  had  not  been  exhibited  before  the 
inferior  judicatory,  is  represented  to  exist,  and  to  be  of 
considerable  importance  in  the  case. 

III.  Kepresentations  of  this  kind  ought  not  to  be  lightly, 
or  of  course,  sustained.  But  the  sni)erior  judicatory  ought 
to  be  well  satisfied,  that  the  alleged  testimony  is  of  real 
importance,  before  they  determine  to  put  the  inferior  ju¬ 
dicatory  to  the  trouble  of  a  neAV  trial. 

IV.  When  such  testimony,  therefore,  is  alleged  to  exist, 
either  by  the  appellant,  or  the  judicatory  appc.alcd  from, 
it  will  he  proper  for  the  superior  judicatory  to  inquire  in¬ 
to  the  nature  and  import  of  the  testimony;  what  is  in¬ 
tended  to  be  proved  by  it;  and,  whether  there  is  any 
probability  that  it  will  really  e.stablish  the  point  intended 
to  be  established. 

V.  If  it  appear  that  the  feet  proposed  to  be  established 
by  the  new  testimony  is  important;  that  is.  if  it  appear  to 
be  such  a  fact  as,  if  proved,  would  materially  alter  the  .a-i- 
pect  of  the  cause  ;  and  if  there  be  any  probability  that  the 
testimony  in  question  will  be  sufficient  to  est.ablish  the  al¬ 
leged  fact,  then  the  superior  judicatory  ought  to  send  the 
c.ause  back  to  the  inferior  for  a  new  trial. 

VI.  Cases  m.ay  arise,  however,  in  which  the  judicatory 
appealed  from,  and  the  appellant,  may  concur  in  request- 
ingthe  superior  judic.atory  to  take  up  and  issue  the  appeal, 
with  the  .additional  light  which  the  new  evidence  may  af¬ 
ford.  In  this  case,  and  especially,  if  very  serious  injtirv  is 
likely  to  happen,  either  to  the  appell.ant,  or  to  the  church, 
by  the  delay  which  a  new  trial  would  occasion,  the  supo- 
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rior  judicatory  may  proceed  to  hear  the  new  testimony, 
and  to  issue  the  appeal,  with  the  aid  of  the  additional  ligut 
which  that  testimony  may  afford. 

VII.  When,  however,  the  judgment  of  the  inferior  ju¬ 
dicatory  is  reversed;  and  it  is  apparent  that  the  new  tes¬ 
timony  had  considerable  influence  in  procuring  the  rever¬ 
sal  ;  it  ought  to  be  so  stated  in  the  decision  of  the  superior 
Judicatory;  inasmuch  as  it  would  be  injustice  to  the  infe¬ 
rior  Judicatory  to  reverse  their  decision,  upon  grounds 
which  were  never  before  them,  without  explaining  the 
fact. 


CHAPTER  X. 

JURIS  DICTIO  If. 

/ 

I.  When  a  member  shall  be  dismissed  from  one  church, 
with  a  view  to  his  joining  another,  if  lie  commit  an  of¬ 
fence,  previous  to  his  joining  the  latter,  he  shall  be  con¬ 
sidered  as  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  cliiirch  which 
dismissed  Mm,  and  amenable  to- it,  up  to  the  time  when 
he  actually  becomes  connected  with  tliat  to  which  he  was 
dismissed  an-d  recommended. 

II.  The  same  principle  applies  to  a  ministcc;  who  is 
always  to  be  considered  as  remaining  under  the  jurisdic¬ 
tion  of  the  presbytery  which  dismissed  him,  imtil  he  ac¬ 
tually  becomes  a  member  of  another. 

III.  If,  however,  either  a  minister,  or  a  private  mem¬ 
ber,  shall  be  charged  with  a  crime,  which  appears  to  have 
been  committed  during  the  interval  between  the  date  of 
his  dismission  and  his. actually  joining  the  new  body,  but 
which  did  not  come  to  light  until  after  he  had  joined,  the 
new  body,  that  body  shall  be  empowered  and  bound  to 
conduct  the  process  against  him. 

IV.  No  presbytery  shall  dismiss  a  minister,  .or  licen¬ 
tiate,  or  candidate  for  licensure,  without  specifying  the 
particular  presbytery,  or  other  eeclesiastieai  body,  with 
which  he  i§  to  be  connected. 


CHAPTER  XL 

LIMITATION  OF  TIME. 

I.  When  any  member  shall  remove  from  one  congre¬ 
gation  to  another,  he  shall  produce  sat.islactory  testimo¬ 
nials  of  his  churcli-meinbership  and  dismission,  before  he 
be  admitted  as  a  regular  member  of  that  church  ;  unless 
the  church,  to  which  he  removes,  has  other  satisfactory 
means  of  information. 

II.  No  certificate  of  church-membership  shall  be  con¬ 
sidered  as  valid  testimony  of  the  good  standing  of  the 
bearer,  if  it  be  more  than  one  year  old,  except  where 
there  has  been  no  opportunity  of  presenting  it  to  a 
church. 

III.  When  persons  remove  to  a  distance,  and  neglect, 
for  a  considerable  time,  to  apply  for  testimonials  of  dis¬ 
mission  and  good  standing,  the  testimonials  given  them 
shall  testify  to  their  character  only  up  to  the  time  of  their 
removal,  unless  the  Judicatory  have  g(»od  information  of  a 
more  recent  date. 

!  IV.  If  a  cliurch-iuember  liavc  been  more  than  two  years 
absent  from  the  place  of  his  ordinary  residence  and  eccle¬ 
siastical  connections,  if  he  apply  for  a  certificate  of  mem¬ 
bership.  Ills  absence,  and  the  ignorance  of  the  church  re¬ 
specting  his  demeanor  for  that  time,  shall  be  distinctly 
stated  in  the  certificate. 

V.  Process,  in  case  of  scandal,  shall  commence  within 
the  space  of  one  year  after  the  crime  shall  have  been  com¬ 
mitted;  unless  it  shall  have  recently  become  flagrant.  It 
may  happen,  however,  that  a  church-member,  a-'ier  re¬ 
moving  to  a  place  far  distant  from  his  former  u  idence, 
and  where  his  connection  with  the  church  is  unknown, 
may  commit  a  crime,  on  account  of  which  process  cannot 
he  instituted  within  the  time  above  specified.  In  all  such 
cases,  the  recent  discovery  of  the  church-membership  of 
the  individual  shall  be  considered  as  equivalent  to  the 
crime  itself  having  recently  become  flagrant.  The  same 
principle  also  applies  to  ministers,  if  similar  circumstances 
should  occur. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

OF  THE  SANCTIFICATION  OF  THE  LO&d’s  DAY. 

I.  It  is  the  duty  of  every  person  to  remember  the 
Lord’s  clay ;  and  to  prepare  for  it,  before  its  approach. 
All  worldly  business  should  be  so  ordered,  and  seasonably 
laid  asicle,  as  that  we  may  not  be  hindered  thereby  from 
sanctifying  the  Sabbath,  as  the  Holy  Scriptures  require. 

II.  The  whole  day  is  to  be  kept  holy  to  the  Lord  ;  and 
to  be  employed  in  the  public  and  private  exercises  of  re¬ 
ligion.  Therefore,  it  is  requisite,  that  there  be  a  holy 
resting,  all  the  day,  from  unnecessary  labors  ;  and  an  ab¬ 
staining  from  those  recreations,  which  may  be  lawful  on 
other  days  ;  and  also,  as  much  as  possible,  from  worldly 
thoughts  and  conversation, 

III.  Let  the  provisions,  for  the  support  of  the  family 


(  on  that  day,  be  so  ordered,  that  servants,  or  others,  be  not 
improperly  detained  from  the  public  wosrhip  of  God;  nor 
hindered  from  sanctifying  the  Sabbath. 

IV.  Let  every  person,  and  family,  in  the  morning,  by 
secret  and  private  prayer,  for  themselves  and  others,  es¬ 
pecially  for  the  assistance  of  God  to  their  minister,  and 
for  a  blessing  upon  his  ministry,  by  reading  the  Scriptures, 
and  by  holy  meditation,  prepare  for  communion  with  God 
in  his  public  ordinances. 

V.  Let  the  people  be  careful  to  assemble  at  the  ap¬ 
pointed  time;  that,  being  all  present  at  the  beginning, 
they  may  unite,  with  one  heart,  in  all  the  parts  of  public 
worship  ;  and  let  none  unnecessarily  depart,  till  after  the 
blessing  be  pronounced. 

VI.  Let  the  time,  after  the  solemn  services  of  the  con¬ 
gregation  in  public  are  over,  be  spent  in  reading;  medi- 
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tation  ;  rgt)eating  of  sermons ;  catechising ;  religious 
conversation ;  prayer  for  a  blessing  upon  the  public  or¬ 
dinances  ;  the  singing  of  psalms,  hymns,  or  spiritual 
songs;  visiting  the  sick  ;  relieving  the  poor,  and  in  per¬ 
forming  such  like  duties  of  piety,  charity,  and  mercy. 

CHAPTER  IL 

OF  THE  ASSEMBLING  OF  THE  CONGREGATION,  AND 
THEIR  BEHAVIOR  DURING  DIVINE  SERVICE. 

I.  When  the  time  appointed  for  public  worship  is 
come,  let^the  people  enter  the  church,  and  take  their  seats 
in  a  decent,  grave,  and  reverent  manner. 

II.  In  time  of  public  worship,  let  all  the  people  attend 
with  gravity  and  reverence ;  forbearing  to  read  any  thing, 
except  what  tlio  minister  is  then  reading  or  citing;  ab¬ 
staining  from  all  whisperings,  from  salutations  of  persons 
present  or  coming  in,  and  from  gazing  about,  sleeping, 
smiling,  and  all  other  indecent  behavior. 


CHAPTER  III. 

OF  THE  PUBLIC  READING  OF  THE  HOLT  SCRIPTURES. 

I.  The  reading  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  in  the  congrega¬ 
tion,  is  a  part  of  the  public  worshijt  of  God,  and  ought  to 
bo  performed  by  the  ministers  and  teachers. 

li.  The  Holy  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New  Testament 
shall  be  publicly  read,  from  the  most  approved  transla¬ 
tion,  in  the  vulgar  tongue,  that  all  may  hear  and  under¬ 
stand. 

III.  How  large  a  portion  shall  be  read  at  once,  is  left  to 
the  discretion  of  every  minister:  however,  in  each  service, 
he  ought  to  read,  at  least,  one  chapter ;  and  more,  when 
^he  chapters  are  short,  or  the  connection  requires  it.  He 
may,  when  he  thinks  it  expedient,  expound  any  part  of 
Vvhat  is  read:  always  having  regard  to  the  time,  that 
neither  reading,  singing,  praying,  preaching,  or  any  other 
ordinance,  be  disproportionate  the  one  to  the  other  ;  nor 
the  whole  rendered  too  short,  or  too  tedious. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

OF  THE  SINGING  OF  PSALMS. 

I.  It  is  the  duty  of  Christians  to  praise  God,  by  singing 
psalms,  or  hymns,  publicly  in  the  church,  as  also  privately 
in  the  family. 

II.  In  singing  the  praises  of  God,  we  are  to  sing  with 
the  spirit,  and  with  the  undei’standing  also  ;  making  mel¬ 
ody  in  our  hearts  unto  the  Lord.  It  is  also  proper,  that 
w'e  cultivate  some  knowledge  of  the  rules  of  music  ;  that 
we  may  praise  God  in  a  becoming  manner  with  our  voices, 
as  well  as  witli  our  hearts. 

III.  The  whole  congregation  should  be  furnished  with 
books,  and  ought  to  join  in  this  part  of  worship.  It  is 
proper  to  sing  without  parceling  out  the  psalm,  line  byline. 
The  practice  of  reading  the  psalm,  line  by  line,  was  intro¬ 
duced  in  times  of  ignorance,  when  many  in  the  congrega¬ 
tion  could  not  read:  therefore,  it  is  recommended,  that  it 
be  laid  aside,  as  far  as  convenient. 

IV.  The  proportion  of  the  time  of  public  worship  to  be 
spent  in  sinking  is  left  to  the  prudence  of  every  minister: 
but  it  is  recommended,  that  more  time  be  allowed  for  this 
excellent  part  of  divine  service,  than  has  been  usual  in 
most  of  our  churches. 


CHAPTER  Y. 

OF  PUBLIC  PRAYER. 

I.  D"  seems  very  proper  to  begin  the  public  worship  of 
the  sanctuary  by  a  short  prayer  ;  humbly  adoring  the  in¬ 
finite  majesty  of  the  living  God  ;  expressing  a  sense  of  our 
distance  from  him  as  creatures,  and  unworthiness  as  sin¬ 
ners ;  and  humbly  imploring  his  gracious  presence,  the 
assistance  of  his  Holy  Spirit  in  the  duties  of  his  worship, 
and  his  acceptance  of  us  through  the  merits  of  our  Lord 
and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ. 

II.  Then,  after  singing  a  psalm,  or  hymn,  it  is  proper 


that,  before  sermon,  there  should  be  a  full  and  compre¬ 
hensive  prayer.  First,  Adoring  the  glory  and  perfections 
of  God,  as  they  are  made  known  to  us  in  tlie  works  of 
creation,  in  the  conduct  of  providence,  and  in  the  clear 
and  full  revelation  he  hath  made  of  himself  in  his  written 
'word.  Second,  Giving  thanks  to  him  for  all  his  mercies 
of  every  kind,  general  and  iiarticular,  spiritual  and  tem¬ 
poral,  commo:i  and  special;  above  all,  for  Christ  Jesus, 
his  unspeakable  gift ;  and  the  hope  of  eternal  life  throiish 
him.  Third,  Making  humble  confession  of  sin.  both  orig¬ 
inal  and  actual ;  acknowledging,  and  endeavoring  to  im¬ 
press  the  mind  of  every  worshiper  with,  a  deep  .sense  of 
the  evil  of  all  sin,  as  such  ;  as  being  a  departure  from  the 
living  God  ;  and  also  taking  a  particular  and  affecting 
view  of  the  various  fruits  which  proceed  from  this  root  of 
bitterness  : — as,  sins  against  God,  our  neighbor,  and  our¬ 
selves',.  sins  in  thought,  in  word,  and  in  deed  ;  sins  secret 
and  presumptuous  ;  sins  accidental  and  habitual.  Also, 
the  aggravations  of  sin,  arising  from  knowledge,  or  the 
meanVofit;  from  distinguishing  mercies  ;  from  valuable 
privileges ;  from  breach  of  vows,  etc.  Fourth,  Making 
earnest  supplication  for  the  pardon  of  sin,  and  peace  with 
God,  through  the  blood  of  the  atonement,  with  all  its  im¬ 
portant  and  happy  fruits  ;  for  the  spirit  of  sanctification, 
and  abundant  supplies  of  the  grace  that  is  ncce.ss.ary  to 
the  discharge  of  our  duty  ;  for  su])port  a,nd  comfort,  un¬ 
der  all  the  trials  to  which  we  are  liable,  as  we  are  sinful 
and  mortal  ;  and  for  all  temporal  mercies  that  may  bo 
necessary,  in  our  passage  through  this  valley  of  tears. 
Always  remembering  to  view  them  as  flowing  in  the 
channel  of  covenant-love,  and  intended  to  be  subservient 
to  the  preservation  and  progress  of  the  spiritual  life. 
Fifth,  Pleading  from  every  principle  Avarranted  in  Scrip¬ 
ture ;  from  our  own  necessity  ;  the  all-sufficiency  of  God  ; 
the  merit  and  intercession  of  our  Saviour  ;  and  the  glory 
of  God  in  the  comfort  and  happiness  of  his  people. 
Sixth,  Intercession  for  others,  including  the  whole  world 
of  mankind  ;  the  kingdom  of  Christ,  or  his  Church  uni¬ 
versal  ;  the  church  or  churches  with  which  we  are  more 
particularly  connected  ;  the  interest  of  human  society  in 
general,  and  in  that  community  to  Avhich  we  immediately 
belong;  all  that  are  invested  with  civil  authority;  the 
ministers  of  the  er'erlasting  Gospel ;  and  the  rising  gen¬ 
eration  :  with  whatever  else,  more  particular,  may  seenr 
necessaiy,  or  suitable,  to  the  interest  of  that  congregation 
Avhere  divine  AA'orship  is  celebrated. 

III.  Prayer  after  sermon  ought  generally  to  have  a  re¬ 
lation  to  the  subject  that  has  been  treated  of  in  the  dis¬ 
course  ;  and  all  other  public  prayers,  to  the  circumstances 
that  gave  occasion  for  them. 

IV.  It  is  easy  to  perceive  that  in  all  the  preceding  di¬ 
rections  there  is  a  very  great  compass  and  variety  ;  and  it 
is  committed  to  the  judgment  and  fidelity  of  the  officiat¬ 
ing  pastor,  to  insist  chiefly  on  such  parts,  or  to  Lake  in 
more  or  less  of  the  several  parts,  as  he  shall  be  led  to  by 
the  aspect  of  providence,  the  particular  state  of  the  coir- 
gregation  in  which  he  officiates,  or  the  disposition  and  ex¬ 
ercise  of  his  own  heart  at  the  time.  But  ave  think  it 
necessary  to  observe,  that,  although  ave  do  not  approve, 
as  is  well  known,  of  confining  ministers  to  set  or  fixed 
forms  of  praj'er  for  public  worship  ;  yet  it  is  the  indis¬ 
pensable  duty  of  every  minister,  previously  to  his  enter¬ 
ing  on  his  office,  to  prepare  .and  qualify  himself  for  this 
part  of  his  duty,  as  avell  as  for  preaching.  He  ought,  by 
a  thorough  acquaintance  avith  the  Holy  Scriptures,  by 
reading  the  best  avriters  on  the  subject,  by  meditation, 
and  by  a  life  of  communion  avith  God  in  secret,  to  en¬ 
deavor  to  acquire  both  the  spirit  and  the  gift  of  prayer. 
Not  only  so  ;  but,  avhen  he  is  to  enter  on  particular  .acts 
of  avorship,  he  should  endeavor  to  compose  his  spirit,  and 
to  digest  his  thoughts  for  prayer,  that  it  m.ay  be  performed 
avith  dignity  and  propriety,  as  avell  .as  to  the  profit  of 
those  avho  join  in  it ;  and  that  he  may  not  disgrace  that 
important  service  by  mean,  irregular,  or  extravagant  effu¬ 
sions. 

CHAPTER  VI. 

OF  THE  PREACHING  OF  THE  XVORD. 

1.  The  pre.aching  of  the  avord  being  an  institution  of 
God  for  the  salvation  of  men,  great  attention  should  be 
paid  to  the  manner  of  performing  it.  Every  minister 
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ought  to  give  diligent  application  to  it ;  and  endeavor  to 
prove  himself  a  workman  that  needeth  not  to  be  ashamed  ; 
rightly  dividing  the  word  of  truth. 

II.  The  subject  of  a  sermon  should  be  some  verse,  or 
verses,  of  Scripture  ;  and  its  object,  to  explain,  defend, 
and  apply  some  part  of  the  system  of  divine  truth  ;  or, 
to  point  out  the  nature,  and  state  the  bounds  and  obliga¬ 
tion,  of  some  duty.  A  text  should  not  be  merely  a  motto, 
but  should  fairly  contain  the  doctrine  proposed  to  be 
handled.  It  is  proper,  also,  that  large  portions  of  Scrip¬ 
ture  be  sometimes  expounded,  and  particularly  improved, 
for  the  instruction  of  the  people  in  the  meaning  and  use 
of  the  Sacred  Oracles. 

III.  The  method  of  preaching  requires  much  study, 
meditation,  and  prayer.  Ministers  ought,  in  general,  to 
prepare  their  sermons  with  care  ;  and  not  to  indulge 
themselves  in  loose,  extemporary  harangues  ;  nor  to  serve 
God  with  that  which  cost  them  nought.  They  ought, 
however,  to  keep  to  the  simplicity  of  the  Gospel  ;  ex¬ 
pressing  themselves  in  language  agreeable  to  Scripture, 
and  level  to  the  understanding  of  the  meanest  of  their 
hearers  ;  carefully  avoiding  ostentation,  either  of  parts  or 
learning.  They  ought  also  to  adorn,  by  their  lives,  the 
doctrine  which  they  teach  ;  and  to  be  examples  of  the 
believers,  in  word,  in  conversation,  in  charity,  in  spirit, 
in  faith,  in  purity. 

IV.  As  one  primary  design  of  public  ordinances  is  to 
pay  social  acts  of  homage  to  the  Most  High  minis¬ 
ters  ought  to  be  careful,  not  to  make  their  sermons  so 
long  as  to  interfere  with,  or  exclude,  the  more  important 
duties  of  prayer  and  praise  ;  but  preserve  a  just  propor¬ 
tion  between  the  several  parts  of  public  worship. 

Y.  The  sermon  being  ended,  the  minister  is  to  pray,  and 
return  thanks  to  Almighty  God  :  then  let  a  psalm  be 
sung  ;  a  collection  raised  for  the  poor,  or  other  i)urposes 
of  the  church  ;  and  the  assembly  dismissed  with  the  apos¬ 
tolic  benediction. 

VI.  It  is  expedient,  that  no  pensoii  be  introduced  to 
preach  in  any  of  the  churches  under  our  care,  unless  by 
the  consent  of  the  pastor,  or  church-session. 


CHAPTER  VII. 

OF  THE  ADMINISTRATION  OF  BAPTISM. 

I.  Baptism  is  not  to  be  unnecessarily  delayed  ;  nor  to 
be  administered,  in  any  case,  by  any  private  person  ;  but 
by  a  minister  of  Christ,  called  to  be  the  stew’ard  of  the 
mysteries  of  God. 

II.  It  is  usually  to  be  administered  in  the  church,  in 
the  presence  of  the  congregation  ;  and  it  is  convenient 
that  it  be  performed  immediately  after  sermon. 

III.  After  previous  notice  is  given  to  the  minister,  the 
child  to  be  baptized  is  to  be  presented,  by  one  or  both  the 
parents  ;  signifying  their  desire  that  the  child  may  be  bap¬ 
tized. 

IV.  Before  baptism,  let  the  minister  use  some  words  of 
instruction,  respecting  the  institution,  nature,  use,  and 
ends  of  this  ordinance  ;  showing, 

“  That  it  is  instituted  by  Christ ;  that  it  is  a  seal  of  the 
righteousness  of  faith;  that  the  seed  of  the  faithful  have 
no  less  a  right  to  this  ordinance,  under  the  Gospel,  than 
the  seed  of  Abraham  to  circumcision,  under  the  Old  Tes¬ 
tament  ;  that  Christ  commanded  all  nations  to  be  bap¬ 
tized  ;  that  he  blessed  little  children,  declaring  that  of 
such  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven  ;  that  children  are  feder¬ 
ally  holy,  and  therefore  ought  to  be  baptized ;  that  we 
are,  by  nature,  sinful,  guilty,  and  polluted,  and  have  need 
of  cleansing  by  the  blood  of  Christ,  and  by  the  sanctifying 
influences  of  the  Spirit  of  God.” 

'  The  minister  is  also  to  exhort  the  parents  to  the  careful 
performance  of  their  duty:  requiring, 

“That  they  teach  the  child  to  read  the  word  of  God; 
that  they  instruct  it  in  the  principles  of  our  holy  religion, 
as  contained  in  the  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New  Testa¬ 
ment;  an  excellent  summary  of  which  we  have  in  the 
Confession  of  Faith  of  this  Church,  and  in  the  Larger  and 
Shorter  Catechisms  of  the  Westminster  Assembly,  which 
are  to  be  recommended  to  them,  as  adopted  by  this 
Church,  for  their  direction  and  assistance,  in  the  discharge 
of  this  important  duty;  that  they  pray  with  and  for  it; 
that  they  set  an  example  of  piety  and  godliness  before  it; 


and  endeavor,  by  all  the  means  of  God’s  appointment,  to 
bring  up  their  child  in  the  nurture  and  admonition  of  the 
Lord.” 

V.  Then  the  minister  is  to  pi  ay  for  a  blessing  to  attend 
this  ordinance ;  after  w'hich,  calling  the  child  by  its  name, 
he  shall  say, 

“I  baptize  thee,  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the 
Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost.” 

As  he  pronounces  these  words,  he  is  to  baptize  the  child 
with  water,  by  pouring,  or  sprinkling  it,  on  the  face  of  the 
child,  without  adding  any  other  ceremony:  and  the  whole 
shall  be  concluded  with  prayer. 

Although  it  is  proper  that  baptism  be  administered  in 
the  presence  of  the  congregation  ;  yet  there  may  be  cases 
when  it  wdll  be  expedient  to  administer  this  ordinance  in 
ju-ivate  houses  ;  of  which  the  minister  is  to  be  the  judge. 

CHAPTER  VIII. 

OF  THE  ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  LORd’s  SUPPER. 

I.  Tun  communion,  or  supper  of  the  Lord,  is  to  be  cel¬ 
ebrated  frequently;  but  how  often,  maybe  determined  by 
the  minister  and  eldership  of  each  congregation,  as  they 
may  judge  most  for  edification. 

II.  The  ignorant  and  scandalous  arc  not  to  be  admitted 
to  the  Lord’s  supper. 

III.  It  is  proper  that  public  notice  should  be  given  to 
the  congregp.tion,  at  least,  the  Sabbath  before  the  admin¬ 
istration  of  this  ordinance,  and  that,  either  then,  or  on 
some  day  of  the  week,  the  peojde  be  instructed  in  its  na¬ 
ture,  and  a  due  preparation  for  it;  that  all  may  come  in  a 
suitable  manner  to  this  holy  feast. 

IV.  When  the  sermon  is  ended,  the  minister  shall  show, 

“That  this  is  an  ordinance  of  Christ;  by  reading  the 

■words  of  institution,  either  from  one  of  the  Evangelists,  or 
from  1  Cor.  xi.  chapter  ;  which,  as  to  him  may  appear  ex¬ 
pedient,  he  may  explain  and  apply  ;  that  it  is  to  be  observed 
in  remembrance  of  Christ,  to  show  forth  his  death  till  he 
come;  that  it  is  of  inestimable  benefit,  to  strengthen  his 
people  against  sin  ;  to  support  them  under  troubles;  to  en¬ 
courage  and  quicken  them  in  duty  ;  to  inspire  them  with 
love  and  zeal ;  to  increase  their  faith,  and  holy  resolution  ; 
and  to  beget  peace  of  conscience,  and  comfortable  hopes  of 
eternal  life.” 

He  is  to  w'arn  the  profane,  the  ignorant,  and  the  scanda¬ 
lous,  and  those  that  secretly  indulge  themselves  in  any 
knowm  sin,  not  to  approach  the  holy  t.able.  On  the  other 
hand,  he  shall  invite  to  this  holy  table,  such  as,  sensible  oi 
their  lost  and  helpless  state  by  sin,  depend  upon  the  atone¬ 
ment  of  Christ  for  pardon  and  acceptance  wdth  God:  such 
as,  being  instructed  in  the  Gospel-doctrine,  have  a  compe¬ 
tent  knowledge  to  discern  the  Lord’s  body,  and  such  as 
desire  to  renounce  their  sins,  and  are  determined  to  lead 
a  holy  and  godly  life. 

V.  The  table,  on  which  the  elements  are  placed,  being 
decently  covered,  the  bread  in  convenient  dishes,  and  the 
wine  in  cups,  and  the  communicants  orderly  and  gravely 
sitting  around  the  table,  (or  in  their  seats  before  it,)  in  the 
presence  of  the  minister ;  let  him  set  the  elements  aj)art, 
by  prayer  and  thanksgiving. 

The  bread  and  wine  being  thus  set  apart  by  prayer  and 
thanksgiving,  the  minister  is  to  take  the  bread,  and  break 
it,  in  the  view  of  the  people,  saying,  in  expressions  of  this 
sort, 

“  Our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  on  the  same  night  in  which  ho 
was  betrayed,  having  taken  bread,  and  blessed,  and  broken 
it,  gave  it  to  his  disciples  ;  as  1,  ministering  in  his  name, 
give  this  bread  unto  you,  saying,  [here  the  bread  is  to  be 
distributed,]  Take,  eat :  this  is  my  body,  'which  is  broken 
for  you :  this  do  in  remembrance  of  me.” 

After  having  given  the  bread,  he  shall  take  the  cup, 
and  say, 

“  After  the  same  manner,  our  Saviour  also  took  the  cup; 
and,  having  given  thanks,  as  hath  been  done  in  his  name, 
he  gave  it  to  the  disciples;  saying,  [while  the  minister  is 
repeating  these  words,  let  him  give  the  cup.]  This  cup  is 
the  new  testament  in  my  blood,  which  is  shed  for  many, 
for  the  remission  of  sins:  drink  ye  all  of  it.” 

The  minister  himself  is  to  communicate,  at  such  time 
as  may  appear  to  him  most  convenient. 

The  minister  may,  in  a  few  words,  put  the  communi¬ 
cants  in  mind, 
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“  Of  the  grace  of  God,  in  Jesus  Christ,  held  forth  in  this 
werament;  and  of  tlieir  obligation  to  be  the  Lord’s;  and 
may  exhort  them  to  w.alk  worthy  of  the  vocation  where¬ 
with  they  are  called  ;  and,  as  they  have  professedly  re¬ 
ceived  Christ  Jesus  the  Lord,  that  they  be  careful  so  to 
walk  in  him,  and  to  maintain  good  works.” 

It  may  not  be  improper  for  the  mini.ster  to  give  a  word 
of  exhortation  also  to  those  who  have  been  only  specta¬ 
tors,  reminding  them, 

“  Of  their  duty  ;  stating  their  sin  and  danger,  by  living 
in  disobedience  to  Christ,  in  neglecting  this  holy  ordi¬ 
nance;  and  calling  upon  them  to  be  earnest  in  making 
preparation  for  attending  upon  it,  at  the  next  time  of  its 
celebration.” 

Then  the  minister  is  to  pray,  and  give  thanks,  to  God, 

“For  his  rich  mercy,  and  invaluable  goodness,  vouch¬ 
safed  to  them  in  that  sacred  communion  ;  to  implore  p.ar- 
don  for  the  defects  of  the  whole  service;  and  to  pray  for 
the  acceptance  of  their  persons  and  performances  ;  for  the 
gracious  assistance  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  to  enable  them,  as 
they  have  received  Christ  Jesus  the  Lord,  so  to  walk  in 
him  ;  that  they  may  hold  fast  that  which  they  have  re¬ 
ceived,  that  no  man  take  their  crown ;  that  their  conver¬ 
sation  maybe  as  becometh  the  Gospel;  that  they  may 
bear  about  with  them,  continually,  the  dying  of  the'  Lord 
Jesus,  that  the  life  dlso  of  Jesus  may  be  manifested  in 
their  mortal  body ;  that  their  light  may  so  shine  before 
men,  that  others,  seeing  their  good  works,  may  glorify 
their  Father,  who  is  in  heaven.” 

The  collection,  for  the  poor,  and  to  defray  the  expense 
of  the  elements,  may  be  made  after  this;  or  at  such  other 
time  as  may  seem  meet  to  the  eldership. 

Now  let  a  psalm  or  hymn  be  sung,  and  the  congregation 
dismissed  with  the  following,  or  solne  other,  gospel-bene¬ 
diction  ; 

“Now  the  God  of  peace,  that  brought  again  from  the 
dead  our  Lord  Jesus,  that  great  Shepherd  of  the  sheep, 
through  the  blood  of  the  everlasting  covenant,  make  you 
perfect  in  every  good  work  to  do  his  will,  working  in  you 
that  which  is  well-pleasing  in  his  sicht,  through  Jesus 
Christ;  to  whom  be  glory  for  ever  and  ever.  Amen." 

VI,  As  it  has  been  customary,  in  some  parts  of  our 
Church,  to  observe  a  fast  before  the  Lord’s  sup[ter ;  to 
have  sermon  on  Saturday  and  Monday  ;  and  to  invite  two 
or  three  ministers,  on  such  occasions;  and  .as  these  seasons 
have  been  blessed  to  many  souls,  and  may  tend  to  keep  up 
a  stricter  union  of  ministers  and  congregations;  we  think 
it  not  improper,  that  they,  who  choose  it,  may  continue  in 
this  practice. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

OF  THE  ADMISSION  OF  PERSONS  TO  SEALING  ORDI¬ 
NANCES. 

I.  Children,  born  within  the  pale  of  the  visible  church, 
and  dedicated  to  God  in  baptism,  are  under  the  inspection 
and  government  of  the  church ;  and  are  to  be  taught  to 
read,  and  repeat  the  Catechism,  the  Apostles’  Creed,  and 
the  Lord’s  Prayer.  They  are  to  be  taught  to  praj",  to 
abhor  sin,  to  fear  God,  and  to  obey  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 
And,  when  they  come  to  ye.ars  of  discretion,  if  they  be 
free  from  scandal,  appear  sober  and  steady,  and  to  have 
sufficient  knowledge  to  discern  the  Lord's  body,  they 
ought  to  be  informed,  it  is  their  duU’,  and  their  privilege, 
to  come  to  the  Lord's  supper. 

II.  The  years  of  discretion,  in  young  Christi.ans,  cannot 
be  precisely  fixed.  This  must  be  left  to  the  prudence  of 
the  eldership.  The  officers  of  the  church  are  the  judges 
of  the  qualifications  of  those  to  be  admitted  to  sealing 
ordinances;  and  of  the  time  when  it  is  proper  to  admit 
young  Christians  to  them. 

HI.  Those  who  are  to  be  admitted  to  sealing  or¬ 
dinances,  shall  be  examined  as  to  their  knowledge  and 
piety.  ° 

When  unbaptized  persons  apply  for  admis.Mon  into 
the  church,  they  sh.all,  in  ordinary  cases,  after  giving  satis¬ 
faction  with  respect  to  their  knowledge  and  jnety,  make 
s  public  profession  of  their  faith,  in  the  presence  of  the 
•ongregation  ;  and  thereupon  be  baptized. 


CHAPTER  X. 

OF  THE  MODE  OF  INFLICTING  CHURCH-CENSURES. 

I.  The  power  which  Christ  has  given  the  rulers  of  his 
Church  is  for  edification,  and  not  for  destruction.  As,  in 
the  pre.aching  of  the  word,  the  wicked  are,  doctrinally, 
separated  from  the  good  ;  so,  by  discijdine,  the  church 
authoritatively  makes  a  distinction  between  the  holy  and 
tlie  profane,  in  this,  she  acts  the  part  of  a  tendi  r  mother, 
correcting  her  children  only  for  their  good,  th.at  every 
one  of  them  may  be  presented  faultless,  in  the  day  of  the 
Lord  Jesus. 

II.  When  any  member  of  the  church  shall  have  been 
guilty  of  a  fault,  deserving  censure,  the  judicatory  slnall 

I  ])roceed  ivith  .all  tendernes.s,  and  restore  their  olfending 
i  brother  in  the  spirit  of  meekness ;  considering  theniselves. 
lest  they  also  be  tempted.  Censure  ought  to  be  inflicted 
with  gre.at  solemnit}’ ;  th.at  ;t  may  be  the  means  of  im¬ 
pressing  the  mind  of  the  delinquent  with  a  proper  sense 
of  his  danger,  avhile  he  stands  excluded  from  the  lu  ivileges 
of  the  church  of  the  living  God,  and  that,  with  the  divino 
blessing,  it  may  lead  him  to  repentance. 

HI.  When  the  judicatory  has  resolved  to  p.ass  sentence, 
suspending  a  member  from  church-privileges,  the  mode¬ 
rator  shall  address  him,  to  the  following  purpose  ; 

“  Whereas  you  are  guilty  [by  your  own  confe.^sion,  or 
convicted  by  sufficient  proof,  .as  the  case  may  be.]  of  the 
sin  of  [here  mention  the  iiarticular  ofl'ence],  we  declare 
you  suspended  from  the  sacraments  of  the  church,  till  you 
give  satisfiictory  evidence  of  the  sincerity  of  your  reilen- 
tance.”  To  this  shall  be  added  such  advice,  admonition, 
or  rebuke,  as  m.ay  be  judged  necessary;  and  the  whole 
shall  be  concluded  by  prayer  to  almighty  God,  that  ho 
would  follow  this  act  of  discipline  with  his  blessing.  Wo 
[  judge  it  prudent,  in  general,  that  such  censures  be  inflicted 
I  in  the  presence  of  the  judicatory  only;  but,  if  any  church 
I  think  it  expedient  to  rebuke  the  offender  ])ublicly.  this 
j  solemn  suspension  from  the  sacraments  may  be  in  the 
i  presence  of  the  congregation. 

IV.  After  any  person  has  been  thus  suspended  from  the 
s.acraments,  it  is  proper  that  the  minister,  and  elders,  .and 
other  Christians,  should  frequently  converse  with  him.  as 
well  as  pray  for  him  in  private,  th.at  it  Avould  please  God 
to  give  him  repentance.  And  it  may  be  requisite  like¬ 
wise,  particularly  on  days  preparatory  to  the  dispensing 
of  the  Lord’s  supper,  th.at  the  pr.aycrs  of  the  church  be 
offered  up  for  those  unhai)py  persons  who,  by  their  wick¬ 
edness,  have  shut  themselves  out  from  this  holy  com¬ 
munion. 

V.  When  the  judicatory  shall  be  satisfied  as  to  the  real¬ 
ity  of  the  repentance  of  any  offender,  he  shall  be  admitted 
to  profess  his  repentance,  and  be  restored  to  the  privi¬ 
leges  of  the  church.  W'hich  restoration  shall  be  de¬ 
clared  to  the  penitent,  in  the  presence  of  the  session,  or 
of  the  congregation  ;  and  followed  with  prayer  aud 
thanksgiving. 

VI.  W'hen  any  offender  has  been  adjudged  to  be  cut  off 
from  the  communion  of  the  church,  it  is  "proper  that  tho 
sentence  be  publicly  pronounced  against  him. 

VH.  The  design  of  excommunication  is,  to  operate 
upon  the  offender  as  a  means  of  reclaiming  him  ;  to  de¬ 
liver  the  church  from  the  scandal  of  his  offence  ;  and  to 
inspire  .all  with  fear,  by  the  example  of  his  ]>unishment. 

The  minister  shall  give  the  church,  or  congregation,  a 
short  narrative  of  the  several  steps,  which  have  been 
taken,  with  respect  to  their  offending  brother,  .ami  inform 
them,  that  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  cut  him  off  from 
the  communion  ;  and  sh.all,  in  the  presence  ('f  the  church, 
or  congregation,  pronounce  this  sentence  in  the  following 
or  like  form  :  viz. 

He  shall  begin,  by  showing  the  authority  of  the  church 
to  cast  out  unworthy  members,  from  Matt,  xviii.  15,  IG, 
17.  13  ;  1  Cor.  v.  1.  2,  3,  4,  5  ;  and  shall  briefly  explain  the 
nature,  use.  and  consequences  of  this  censure ;  warning 
the  people  to  avoid  all  unnecessary  intercourse  with  him 
who  is  cast  out. 

Then  he  shall  say, 

“Whereas  A.  I>.  hath  been,  by  sufficient  proof,  con- 
victe<l  of  [hero  insert  the  sin],  and  after  much  admonition 
and  prayer,  obstinately  refuseth  to  hear  the  church,  and 
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hath  manifested  no  evidence  of  repentance;  therefore,  in 
the  name,  and  by  the  authority,  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
I  pronounce  him  to  be  excluded  from  the  communion  of 
the  church.” 

After  which,  prayer  shall  be  made,  that  the  blessing  of 
God  may  follow  his  ordinance,  for  the  conviction  and  re¬ 
formation  of  the  excommunicated  person,  and  for  the 
establishment  of  all  true  believers. 

Ylll.  When  one  who  hath  been  excommunicated  shall 
be  so  affected  with  his  state,  as  to  be  brought  to  repent¬ 
ance,  and  to  desire  to  bo  re-admitted  to  the  privileges  of 
the  church;  the  session,  having  obtained  sufficient  evi¬ 
dence  of  his  sincere  repentance,  shall,  with  the  advice  and 
concurrence  of  the  Presbytery,  restore  him.  In  order  to 
which,  the  minister  shall,  on  two  Lord’s  days  previous 
thereto,  inform  the  congregation  of  the  measures  which 
have  been  taken  with  the  excommunicated  person,  and  of 
the  resolution  of  the  session  to  receive  him  again  to  the 
communion  of  the  church. 

On  the  day  appointed  for  his  restoration,  when  the  other 
parts  of  divine  service  are  ended,  before  pronouncing  the 
blessing,  the  minister  shall  call  upon  the  excommunicated 
person,  and  propose  to  him,  in  the  presence  of  the  con¬ 
gregation,  the  following  questions: 

“  Do  you,  from  a  deep  sense  of  your  great  wickedness, 
freely  confess  your  sin,  in  thus  rebelling  against  God,  and 
in  refusing  to  hear  Ins  church :  and  do  you  acknowledge 
that  you  Imve  been  in  justice  and  mercy  cut  off  from  the 
communion  of  the  saints  ?”  “  I  do.”  “Do  you 

now  voluntarily  profess  your  sincere  repentance  and  deep 
contrition,  for  your  sin  and  obstinacy:  and  do  you  humbly 
ask  the  forgiveness  of  God,  and  of  his  church  ?”  Answer^ 
“  I  do.”  “  Do  you  sincerely  promise,  through  divine  grace, 
to  live  in  all  humbleness  of  mind  and  circumspection  ;  an<l 
to  endeavor  to  adorn  the  doctrine  of  God  our  Saviour,  by 
having  your  conversation  as  becometh  the  Gospel  ?”  An¬ 
swer^  “  i  do.” 

Here  the  minister  shall  give  the  penitent  a  suitable  ex¬ 
hortation,  addressing  him  in  the  bowels  of  brotherly  love, 
encouraging  and  comforting  him.  Then  he  shall  pro¬ 
nounce  the  sentence  of  restoration,  in  the  following 
words : 

“  Whereas  you,  A.  B.,  have  been  shut  out  from  the 
communion  of  the  faithful,  but  have  now  manifested  such 
repentance  as  satisfies  the  church:  In  the  name  of  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  by  his  authority,  I  declare  you  ab¬ 
solved  from  the  sentence  of  excommunication  formerly 
denounced  against  you;  and  I  do  receive  you  into  the 
communion  of  the  church,  that  you  may  be  a  partaker 
of  all  the  benefits  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  to  your  eternal  sal¬ 
vation.” 

The  whole  shall  be  concluded  with  prayer,  and  the 
people  dismissed  with  the  usual  blessing. 


CHAPTER  XL 

OF  THE  SOLEMNIZATION  OF  MARRIAGE. 

I.  Marriage  is  not  a  sacrament;  nor  peculiar  to  the 
cnurch  of  Christ.  It  is  proper  that  every  commonwealth, 
for  the  good  of  society,  make  laws  to  regulate  marriage  ; 
which  all  citizens  are  bound  to  obey. 

II.  Christians  ought  to  marry  in  the  Lord :  therefore  it 
is  fit  that  their  marriage  be  solemnized  by  a  lawful  min¬ 
ister  ;  that  special  instruction  may  be  given  them,  and 
suitable  prayers  made,  when  they  enter  into  this  relation. 

III.  Marriage  is  to  be  between  one  man  and  one  woman 
only:  and  they  are  not  to  be  within  the  degrees  of  con¬ 
sanguinity,  or  affinity,  prohibited  by  the  ivord  of  God. 

IV.  The.  parties  ought  to  be  of  such  years  of  discretion 
as  to  be  capable  of  making  their  own  choice  :  and,  if  they 
be  under  age,  or  live  with  their  parents,  the  consent  of 
the  parents  or  others  under  whose  care  they  are,  ought  to 
be  previously  obtained,  and  well  certified  to  the  minister, 
before  he  proceeds  to  solemnize  the  marriage. 

V.  Parents  ousht  neither  to  compel  their  children  to 
hnarry  contrary  to  tlieir  inclinations,  nor  deny  their  con¬ 
sent  without  just  and  important  reasons. 

VI.  Marriase  is  of  a  public  nature.  The  welfare  of  civil 
society,  the  happiness  of  families,  and  the  credit  of  reli¬ 
gion,  are  deeply  interested  in  it.  Therefore  the  purpose 


of  marriage  ought  to  be  sufficiently  published,  a  proper 
time  previously  to  the  solemnization  of  it.  It  is  enjoined 
on  all  ministers,  to  be  careful  that,  in  this  matter,  tliey 
neither  transgress  the  laws  of  God,  nor  the  laws  of  tiio 
community:  and,  that  they  may  not  destroy  the  peace 
and  comfort  of  familie.s  they  must  be  properly  certified 
with  respect  to  the  parties  applying  to  them,  that  no  just 
objections  lie  against  their  marriage. 

VII.  Marriage  must  always  be  i>erformed  before  a  com¬ 
petent  number  of  witnesses;  and  at  any  time,  except  i.n 
a  day  of  irublic  humiliation.  And  wo  advise  that  it  be  not 
on  the  Lord’s  d.ay.  And  the  minister  is  to  give  a  ceriili- 
cate  of  the  marriage  when  required. 

VIII.  When  the  parties  present  themselves  for  mar¬ 
riage,  the  minister  is  to  desire,  if  there  is  any  jterson 
present,  who  knows  any  lawful  rciason,  why  these  persons 
may  not  be  joined  together  in  the  marriage-relation,  that 
thej'^  will  now  make  it  known,  or  ever  after  hold  their 
peace. 

No  objections  being  made,  he  is  then  severally  to  .ad¬ 
dress  himself  to  the  parties  to  be  married,  in  the  following 
or  like  words : 

“You,  the  man,  deckare,  in  the  presence  of  God,  that 
you  do  not  know  any  reason,  by  pre-contract,  or  other¬ 
wise,  Avhy  you  may  not  lawfully  marry  this  ivoman.” 

Upon  his  declaring  he  does  not,  the  minister  shall  ad¬ 
dress  himself  to  the  bride,  in  the  same  or  similar  terms : 

“  You,  the  wom.an,  declare,  in  the  presence  of  God,  that 
you  do  not  know  any  reason,  by  pre-contract,  or  other¬ 
wise,  why  you  may  not  lawfully  marry  this  man.” 

Upon  her  declaring  she  does  not,  he  is  to  begin  with 
prayer  for  the  presence  and  blessing  of  God. 

The  minister  shall  then  proceed  to  giye  them  some  in¬ 
struction  from  the  Scriptures,  respecting  the  institution 
and  duties  of  this  state,  showing, 

“That  God  has  instituted  marriage  for  the  comfort  and 
lijippiness  of  mankind,  in  declaring  a  man  shall  forsake 
his  father  and  mother,  and  cleave  unto  his  wife;  and  that 
marriage  is  honorable  in  all ;  that  he  hath  appointed  v.a- 
rious  duties,  which  are  incumbent  upon  those  who  enter 
into  this  relation ;  such  as,  a  high  esteem  and  mutual  love 
for  one  another;  be.aring  with  eftch  other’s  infirmities  and 
we.aknesses,  to  tvhich  human  nature  is  subject  in  its  pres¬ 
ent  lapsed  state  ;  to  encourage  each  other  under  the  va¬ 
rious  ills  of  life ;  to  comfort  one  another  in  sickness;  in 
honesty  and  industry  to  provide  for  each  other’s  temporal 
support;  to  pray  for  and  encourage  one  another  in  the 
things  which  pertain  to  God,  and  to  their  immortal 
souls;  .and  to  live  together  as  the  heirs  of  the  grace  of 
life.” 

Then  the  minister  sh.all  cause  the  bridegroom  and  bride 
to  join  their  hands,  and  sh.all  pronounce  the  marriage- 
covenant,  first  to  the  man,  in  these  words : 

“You  take  this  Avoman,  Avhom  you  hold  by  the  hand? 
to  be  your  l.aAvful  and  married  Avife  ;  and  you  promise, 
and  covenant,  in  the  presence  of  God  and  those  Avitnesse.s, 
th.at  you  Avill  be  unto  her  a  loving  and  faithful  husband, 
until  you  sh.all  be  separated  by  de.ath.” 

The  bridegroom  shall  express  his  consent,  by  s.aying, 
“  Vos,  I  do.”' 

Then  the  minister  sh.all  address  himself  to  the  Avoman, 
in  these  Avords : 

“You  take  this  man,  whom  you  hold  by  the  hand,  to  be 
your  laAvful  and  married  husband ;  and  you  promise,  and 
covenant,  in  the  presence  of  God  and  these  Avitnesses,  that 
you  Avill  be  unto  him  a  loving,  faithful,  and  obedient  wife, 
until  you  shall  be  separated  by  death.’’ 

The  bride  shall  express  her  consent,  by  saying,  “Yes, 
I  do.’’ 

Then  the  minister  is  to  say, 

“I  pronounce  3’ou  husband  and  Avife,  according  to  the 
ordinance  of  God ;  Avhorn  therefore  God  hath  joined  to¬ 
gether,  let  not  man  put  asunder.” 

After  this  the  minister  may  exhort  them,  in  a  feAv 
Avords,  to  the  mutual  discharge  of  their  duty'. 

Then  let  him  conclude  Avith  a  prayer  suitable  to  the 
occasion. 

Let  the  minister  keep  a  proper  register  of  the  n.ames  of 
all  persons  Avhom  he  marries,  and  of  the  time  of  thair 
marriage,  for  the  perusal  of  all  Avhom  it  may  concern. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 

OF  THE  VISITATION  OF  THE  SICK. 

I.  When  persons  are  sick,  it  is  their  duty,  before  their 
itrength  and  understanding  fail  them,  to  send  for  their 
minister,  and  to  make  known  to  him,  with  prudence, 
fhair  spiritual  state;  or  to  consult  him  on  the  concerns 
of  their  precious  souls.  And  it  is  his  duty  to  visit  them, 
at  their  request,  and  to  apply  himself,  with  all  tenderness 
and  love,  to  administer  spiritual  good  to  their  immortal 
souls. 

II.  He  shall  instruct  the  sick,  out  of  the  Scriptures,  that 
diseases  arise  not  out  of  the  ground,  nor  do  they  come  by 
chance ;  but  that  they  are  directed  and  sent  by  a  wise  and 
holv  Hod,  either  for  correction  of  sin,  for  the  trial  of  grace, 
for  improvement  in  religion,  or  for  other  important  ends: 
an  1  that  they  shall  work  together  for  good,  to  all  those 
who  make  a  wise  improvement  of  God's  visiLation,  neither 
despising  his  chastening  hand,  nor  fainting  under  his  re¬ 
bukes. 

III.  If  the  minister  finds  the  sick  person  to  be  grossly  j 

ignorant,  he  shall  instruct  him  in  the  nature  of  repentance  1 
and  faith,  and  the  way  of  .acceptance  with  God,  through  ! 
the  mediation  and  atonement  of  Jesus  Christ.  | 

IV.  He  shall  e.vhort  the  sick  to  examine  himself,  to  ^ 
search  his  heart,  and  try  his  former  ways,  by  the  word  of  i 
God;  and  shall  assist  him,  by  mentioning  some  of  the  ob¬ 
vious  marks  and  evidences  of  sincere  pieU". 

Y.  If  the  sick  shall  signify  any  scruple,  doubt,  or  tempt¬ 
ation,  under  which  he  labors,  the  minister  must  endeavor 
to  resolve  his  doubts,  and  administer  instruction  and  di¬ 
rection,  as  the  case  may  seem  to  require. 

YI.  If  the  sick  appear  to  be  a  stupid,  thoughtless,  and 
hardened  sinner,  he  shall  endeavor  to  awaken  his  mind; 
to  arouse  his  conscience  ;  to  convince  him  of  the  evil  and 
danger  of  sin ;  of  the  curse  of  the  law,  and  the  wrath  of 
God  due  to  sinners  ;  to  bring  him  to  a  humble  and  peni¬ 
tential  sense  of  his  iniquities ;  and  to  state  before  him  the 
fullness  of  the  grace  and  mercy  of  God,  in  and  through  the 
glorious  Redeemer ;  the  absolute  necessity  of  faith  and  j 
repentance,  in  order  to  his  being  interested  in  the  favor  of  | 
God.  or  his  obtaining  everlasting  happiness. 

YII.  If  the  sick  person  shall  appear  to  have  knowledge, 
to  be  of  a  tender  conscience,  and  to  have  been  endeavor¬ 
ing  to  serve  God  in  uprightness,  though  not  without  many 
failings  and  sinful  infirmities  ;  or  if  his  spirit  be  broken 
with  a  sense  of  sin,  or  through  apprehensions  of  the  want 
of  the  divine  fiivor;  then  it  will  be  proper  to  administer 
consolation  and  encouragement  to  him,  by  setting  before 
him  the  freeness  and  riches  of  the  grace  of  God,  the  all- 
sutfieiency  of  the  righteousness  of  Christ,  and  the  support¬ 
ing  promises  of  the  Gospel. 

YIII.  The  minister  must  endeavor  to  guard  the  sick 
person  against  ill-grounded  persuasions  of  the  mercy  of 
God,  without  a  vita.1  union  to  Christ ;  and  against  unrea¬ 
sonable  fears  of  death,  and  desponding  discouragements  ; 
against  presumption  upon  his  own  goodness  and  merit, 
upon  the  one  hand,  and  against  despair  of  the  mercy  and 
grace  of  God  in  Jesus  Christ,  on  the  other. 

IX.  In  one  word, it  is  the  minister’s  duty  to  administer 
to  the  sick  person,  instruction,  conviction,  support,  conso¬ 
lation,  or  encouragement,  as  his  case  may  seem  to  require. 

At  a  proper  time,  when  he  is  most  composed,  the  min¬ 
ister  shall  pray  with  and  for  him. 

X.  Lastly,  the  minister  may  improve  the  present  occa¬ 
sion,  to  exhort  those  about  the  sick,  to  consider  their  mor¬ 
tality;  to  turn  to  the  Lord,  and  make  their  peace  with 
him  ;  in  health  to  prepare  for  sickness,  death,  and  judg¬ 
ment. 


CHAPTER  XIII. 

OF  THE  BURIAL  OF  THE  DEAD. 

I.  When  any  person  departs  this  life,  let  the  corpse  be 
taken  care  of  in  a  decent  manner  :  and  be  kept  a  proper 
and  sufficient  time  before  interment 

II.  When  the  season  for  the  funeral  comes,  let  the  dead 
body  be  decently  attended  to  the  grave,  and  interred. 
During  such  solemn  occasions,  let  Idl  who  attend  con¬ 
duct  themselves  with  becoming  gravity  ;  and  apply  them- 
splves  to  serious  meditation,  or  discourse  :  and  the  minis¬ 


ter,  if  present,  may  exhort  them  to  consider  the  frailty  of 
life,  and  the  importance  of  being  prepared  for  death  and 
eternity. 

CHAPTER  XIV. 

I 

I  OF  FASTING,  AND  OF  THE  OBSEUV.aTION  OF  THE 
j  DAYS  OF  THANKSGIVING. 

I  I.  There  is  no  day,  under  the  Gospel,  commanded  to 
i  be  kept  holy,  except  the  Lord's  Day,  which  is  the  Chris- 
:  tian  Sabbath. 

,  II.  Xevertheless,  to  observe  days  of  fasting  and  thanks¬ 
giving,  as  the  extraordinary  dispensation.s  of  divine  I’rov- 
fdence  may  direct,  we  judge  both  scriptural  and  rational. 

Ill.  Fasts  and  thanksgivings  may  be  observed  by  indi¬ 
vidual  Christians;  or  lamilies.  in  private;  by  particular 
congregations;  by  a  number  of  congregations  contisuous 
to  each  other ;  by  the  congregations  under  the  care  of  a 
presbytery,  or  of  a  s\'nod  ;  or  by  all  the  congregations  of 
our  Church. 

lY.  It  must  be  left  to  the  judgment  and  discretion  of 
every  Christian  and  family,  to  determine  when  it  is  proper 
to  observe  a  private  fiist,  or  thanksgiving ;  and  to  the 
church-sessions,  to  determine  for  particularcongregations ; 
and  to  the  presbyteries  or  synods  to  determine  for  larger 
districts.  When'  it  is  deemed  expedient  that  a  fast,  or 
thanksgiving,  should  be  general,  the  call  for  them  must 
be  judged  of  by  the  synod,  or  general  assembly.  And  if, 
at  any  time,  the  civil  power  should  think  it  proper  to  ap¬ 
point  a  fast,  or  thanksgiving,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  ministers 
and  people  of  our  communion,  as  we  live  under  a  Christian 
government,  to  pay  all  due  respect  to  the  same. 

Y.  Public  notice  is  to  be  given,  a  convenient  time  be¬ 
fore  the  day  of  fasting,  or  thankssiving.  comes,  that  per¬ 
sons  may  so  order  their  temporal  affairs,  that  they  may 
properly  attend  to  the  duties  thereof. 

YI.  There  shall  be  public  worship  upon  all  such  d.ays  ; 
.and  let  the  prayers,  psalms,  portions  of  Scripture  to  be 
read,  and  sermons,  be  all,  in  a  special  manner,  ad.apted  to 
the  occasion. 

YII.  On  first-days,  let  the  minister  point  out  the  author¬ 
ity,  and  providences,  calling  to  the  observation  thereof; 
and  let  him  spend  a  more  than  usual  portion  of  time  in 
solemn  prayer,  particular  confession  of  sin,  especially  of 
the  sins  of'  the  day  and  place,  with  their  aggrav.ations. 
which  have  brought  down  the  judgments  of  heaven.  And 
let  the  whole  day  be  spent  in  "deep  humiliation  ami 
mourning  before  God. 

YIII.  bn  days  of  thanksgiving,  he  is  to  give  the  like 
information  respecting  the  authority,  and  providences, 
which  call  to  the  observance  of  them  ;  and  to  spend  a 
more  than  usual  part  of  the  time  in  the  giving  of  thanks, 
asrreeably  to  the  occasion,  and  in  singing  psalms  or  hymns 
of  praise. 

It  is  the  duty  of  people,  on  these  days,  to  rejoice  with 
holy  gladness  of  heart;  but  let  trembling  be  .so  joined 
with  our  mirth,  that  no  excess,  or  unbecoming  levity,  be 
indulged. 

CHAPTER  XT. 

THE  DIRECTORY  FOR  SECRET  AND  F.\MILY 
WORSHIP. 

I.  Besides  the  public  worship  in  congregation.s  it  is 
the  indispensable  duty  of  each  person,  alone,  in  secret ; 
and  of  every  family,  by  itself,  in  private,  to  pray  to,  and 
worship  God. 

II.  Secret  worship  is  most  plainly  enjoined  by  our  Lord. 
In  this  duty  every  one,  apart  by  himself,  is  to  spend  some 
time  in  prayer,  reading  the  Scriptures,  holy  mediLition 
and  serious  self-examination.  The  many  adv.antages 
arising  from  a  conscientious  discharge  of  these  duties  are 
best  known  to  those  who  are  found  in  the  faithful  dis¬ 
charge  of  them. 

III.  Family- worship,  which  ought  to  be  performed  by 
every  family,  ordinarily,  morning  .and  evening,  consists  in 
prayer,  reading  the  Scriptures,  and  singins  praises. 

lY.  The  head  of  the  family,  who  is  to  lead  in  this  ser¬ 
vice,  ouffht  to  be  c.areful  that  all  the  members  of  his 
household  duly  attend;  and  that  none  withdraw  them- 
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selves  unnecessarily  from  any  part  of  family-worship ; 
and  that  all  refrain  from  their  common  business,  while 
the  Scriptures  are  read,  and  gravely  attend  to  the  same, 
no  less  than  when  prayer  or  praise  is  olfered  up. 

V.  Let  the  heads  of  families  he  careful  to  instruct  their 
children  and  servants  in  the  principles  of  religion.  Every 
proper  opportunity  ought  to  be  embraced  for  such  in¬ 
struction.  But  we  are  of  opinion,  that  the  Sabbath- 


evenings,  after  public  worship,  should  be  sacredly  pre¬ 
served  for  this  purpose.  Therefore,  we  highly  disapprove 
of  paying  unnecessary  private  visits  on  the  Lord’s  day; 
admitting  strangers  into  the  families,  e.xcept  when  ne¬ 
cessity  or  chai'ity  requires  it;  or  any  other  practices, 
whatever  plausible  pretences  may  be  offered  in  their  favor, 
if  they  interfere  with  the  above  important  and  necessary 
duty. 


APPENDIX. 

!  _ 
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1.  The  moderator  shall  take  the  chair,  precisely  at  the 
hour  to  which  the  judicatory  stands  adjourned;  shall 
immediately  call  the  members  to  order ;  and,  on  the 
appearance  of  a  quorum,  shall  open  the  session  with 
prayer. 

2.  If  a  quorum  be  assembled  at  the  hour  appointed,  and 
the  moderator  be  absent,  the  last  moderator  present  shall 
be  requested  to  take  his  place  without  delay. 

3.  If  a  quorum  be  not  assembled  at  the  hour  appointed, 
any  two  members  shall  be  competent  to  adjourn,  from 
time  to  time,  that  an  opportunity  may  be  given  for  a 
quorum  to  assemble. 

4.  After  calling  the  roll,  and  marking  the  absentees,  the 
minutes  of  the  last  sitting  shall  be  read,  and,  if  requisite, 
corrected. 

5.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  moderator,  at  all  times, 
to  preserve  order,  and  to  endeavor  to  conduct  all  business 
before  the  judicatory  to  a  speedy  and  proper  result. 

6.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  clerk,  as  soon  as  possible 
after  the  commencement  of  the  sessions  of  every  judica¬ 
tory,  to  form  a  complete  roll  of  the  members  present,  and 
put  the  same  into  the  hands  of  the  moderator.  And  it 
shall,  also,  be  the  duty  of  the  clerk,  whenever  any  addi¬ 
tional  members  take  their  seats,  to  add  their  names,  in 
their  proper  places,  to  the  said  roll. 

7.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  clerk,  immediately  to  file 
all  papers,  in  the  order  in  which  they  have  been  read 
with  proper  indorsements,  and  to  keep  them  in  perfect 
order. 

8.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  moderator,  carefully  to 
keep  notes  of  the  several  articles  of  business,  wliich  may 
be  assigned  to  particular  days,  and  to  call  them  up  at  the 
time  appointed. 

9.  The  moderator  may  speak  to  points  of  order,  in 
preference  to  other  members,  rising  from  his  seat  for  that 
purpose ;  and  shall  decide  questions  of  order,  subject  to 
an  appeal  to  the  judicatory  by  any  two  members. 

10.  Business  left  unfinished  at  the  last  sitting  is,  ordi¬ 
narily,  to  be  taken  up  first. 

11.  A  motion  made  must  be  seconded,  and  afterward 
repeated  by  the  moderator,  or  read  aloud,  before  it  is  de¬ 
bated  ;  and  every  motion  shall  be  reduced  to  writing,  if 
the  moderator,  or  any  member,  require  it. 

12.  Any  member,  who  shall  have  made  a  motion,  shall 
have  liberty  to  withdraw  it,  with  the  consent  of  his  sec¬ 


*  The  following  rules,  not  having  been  submitted  to 
the  Presbyteries,  make  no  part  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church.  Yet  the  General  Assembly  of  1821, 
considering  uniformity  in  proceedings  in  all  the  subordi¬ 
nate  judicatories,  as  greatly  conducive  to  order  and  dis¬ 
patch  of  business,  and  having  revised  and  approved  these 
rules,  recommend  them  to  the  Synods,  Presbyteries,  and 
Sessions,  as  a  system  of  regulations,  which,  if  they  think 
proper^  may  be  advantageously  adopted  by  them. 
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ond,  before  any  debate  has  taken  place  thereon  ;  but  not 
afterward,  without  the  leave  of  the  judicatory. 

13.  On  questions  of  order,  adjournment,  postponement, 
commitment,  or  the  previous  question,  no  member  shall 
speak  more  than  once.  On  all  other  questions,  each 
member  may  speak  twice,  but  not  oftener,  without  express 
leave  of  the  judicatory. 

14.  When  a  question  is  under  debate,  no  motion  shall 
be  received,  unless  to  amend  it,  to  commit  it,  to  postpone 
it,  for  the  previous  question,  or  to  adjourn, 

15.  An  amendment  may  be  moved  on  any  motion,  and 
shall  be  decided  before  the  original  motion. 

IG.  If  a  motion  under  debate  contains  several  part.«, 
any  two  members  may  have  it  divided,  .and  a  question 
taken  on  each  part. 

17.  The  previous  question  shall  be  in  this  form  : — 
“Shall  the  main  question  be  now  putV”  And,  when  de¬ 
manded  by  a  majority  of  the.  members  present,  shall  be 
put  without  debate;  and,  until  it  is  decided,  shall  pre¬ 
clude  all  amendment,  and  further  debate  on  the  m.ain 
question. 

IS.  If  the  previous  question  be  decided  in  the  affirma¬ 
tive,  the  main  question  shall  be  immediately  put  without 
deb.ate ;  if  in  the  negative,  the  debate  may  proceed. 

19.  A  question  shall  not  be  again  called  up,  or  reconsid¬ 
ered,  at  the  same  sessions  of  the  judic.atory  at  which  it 
has  been  decided,  unless  by  the  consent  of  two-thirds  of 
the  members  who  were  present  at  the  decision  ;  and.  un¬ 
less  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  made,  and  seconded,  by 
persons  who  voted  with  the  majority. 

20.  A  subject  which  has  been  indefinitely  postponed, 
either  by  the  operation  of  the  previous  question,  or  by  a 
direct  motion  for  indefinite  postponement,  shall  not  bo 
.again  called  up  during  the  same  sessions  of  the  judicatory, 
unless  by  the  consent  of  three-fourths  of  the  members 
who  were  present  at  the  decision. 

21.  Every  member,  when  spe.aking,  sh.all  address  him¬ 
self  to  the  moderator,  and  shall  treat  his  fellow-members, 
and  especially  the  moderator,  Avith  decorum  and  respect. 
Nor  shall  members  address  one  another,  nor  any  person 
present,  but  through  the  moderator. 

22.  Without  express  permission,  no  member  of  a  judi¬ 
catory,  while  business  is  going  on,  shall  engage  in  private 
conversation. 

23.  No  spe.aker  sh.all  be  interrupted,  unless  he  be  out  of 
order,  or  for  the  purpose  of  correcting  mistakes  or  inisrc- 
pi'esentations. 

24.  It  is  indispensable,  that  members  of  ecclesi.astical 
judicatories  maintain  great  gr.avity  and  dignity,  Avhile 
judicially  convened;  that  they  attend  closely,  in  their 
speeches,  to  the  subject  under  consideration,  and  .avoid 
prolix  and  desultory  harangues:  .and,  Avhen  they  deviate 
from  the  subject,  it  is  the  privilege  of  any  member,  and 
the  duty  of  the  moderator,  to  call  them  to  order. 

25.  No  member,  in  the  course  of  debate,  shall  be  alloAved 
to  indulge  in  personal  reflections. 
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26.  If  more  than  one  member  rise  to  speak  at  the  same 
time,  the  member  who  is  most  distant  from  the  modera¬ 
tor’s  chair  shall  speak  first. 

27.  When  more  than  three  members  of  the  judicatory 
shall  be  standing  at  the  same  time,  the  moderator  shall 
require  all  to  take  their  seats,  the  person  only  excepted 
who  may  be  speaking. 

2S.  If  any  member  act,  in  any  respect,  in  a  disorderly 
manner,  it  shall  be  the  privilege  of  any  member,  and  the 
duty  of  the  moderator,  to  call  him  to  order. 

29.  If  any  member  consider  himself  as  aggrieved  by  a 
decision  of  the  moderator,  it  shall  be  his  privilege  to  ap¬ 
peal  to  the  judicatory;  and  the  question  on  such  appeal 
shall  be  taken  without  debate. 

30.  Members  ought  not,  wittiout  weighty  reasons,  to 
decline  voting,  as  this  practice  might  leav^o  the  decision  of 
very  interesting  questions  to  a  small  proportion  of  the 
judicatory.  Silent  members,  unless  excused  from  voting, 
must  be  considered  as  acquiescing  with  the  majority. 

31.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  moderator  to  appoint  all  com¬ 
mittees,  except  in  those  cases  in  which  the  judicatory 
shall  decide  otherwise. 

32.  The  person  first  named  on  any  committee  shall  be 
considered  as  the  chairman  thereof  whose  duty  it  sliall 
be  to  convene  the  committee,  and,  in  case  of  his  absence, 
or  inability  to  act,  the  second  named  member  shall  take 
his  place,  and  perform  his  duties. 

33.  When  various  motions  are  made,  with  respect  to  the 
filling  of  blanks  with  particular  numbers,  or  times,  the 
question  shall  always  be  first  taken  on  the  highest  num¬ 
ber,  and  the  longest  time. 

34.  When  the  moderator  has  commenced  taking  the 
vote,  no  further  debate,  or  remark,  shall  be  admitted,  irn- 
less  there  has  evidently  been  a  mistake ;  in  which  case, 
the  mistake  shall  be  rectified,  and  the  moderator  shall  re¬ 
commence  taking  the  vote. 

35.  When  a  vote  is  taken  by  ballot  in  any  judicatory, 
the  moderator  shall  vote  with  the  other  members ;  but  he 
shall  not  vote  in  any  other  case,  unless  the  judicatory  be 
equally  divided  ;  when,  if  he  do  not  choose  to  vote,  the 
question  shall  be  lost. 

36.  The  yeas  and  nays  on  any  question  shall  not  be  re¬ 
corded,  unless  it  be  required  by  one-third  of  the  members 
present. 


37.  All  judicatories  have  a  right  to  sit  in  private,  on 
business  which,  in  their  judgment,  ought  not  be  mutter 
of  public  speculation. 

38.  Besides  the  right  to  sit  judicially  in  private,  when¬ 
ever  they  think  it  right  to  do  so,  all  judicatories  have  a 
right  to  hold  what  are  commonly  called  '' inierlocutory 
meetings,'''  or  a  sort  of  committees  of  the  wliole  judica¬ 
tory,  in  which  members  may  freely  converse  together, 
without  the  formalities  which  are  usually  necessary  in  ju¬ 
dicial  proceedings. 

39.  Whenever  a  judicatory  is  about  to  sit  in  a  judicial 
capacity,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  moderator,  solemnly 
to  announce  from  the  chair,  that  the  body  is  about  to 
pass  to  the  consideration  of  the  business  assigned  for 
ti-ial ;  and  to  enjoin  on  the  members  to  recollect  and 
regard  their  high  character,  as  judges  of  a  court  of  Jesus 
Christ,  and  the  solemn  duty  in  which  they  are  about 
to  act. 

40.  In  all  process  before  a  judicatory,  where  there  is  an 
accuser,  or  prosecutor,  it  is  expedient,  that  there  be  a 
committee  of  the  judicatory  appointed,  (provided  the 
•umber  of  members  be  sufficient  to  admit  of  it  without 
inconvenience,)  who  shall  be  called  the  Judicial  Com¬ 
mittee;  and  w'hose  duty  it  shall  be,  to  digest  and  arrange 
all  the  papers,  and  to  prescribe,  under  the  direction  of 
the  judicatory,  the  whole  order  of  the  proceedings.  The 
members  of  this  committee  shall  be  entitled,  notwith¬ 
standing  their  performance  of  this  duty,  to  sit  and  vote 
in  the  course,  as  members  of  the  judicatory. 

41.  But  in  cases  of  process  on  the  ground  of  general 
rumor,  where  there  is,  of  course,  no  particular  accuser, 
there  may  be  a  committee  appointed,  (if  convenient,) 
who  shall  be  called  the  Committee  of  Prosecution,  and  who 
shall  conduct  the  whole  cause  on  the  part  of  Ihe  prosecu¬ 
tion.  The  members  of  this  committee  shall  not  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  sit  in  judgment  in  the  case. 

42.  No  member  shall  retire  from  any  judicatory,  with¬ 
out  the  leave  of  the  moderator,  nor  withdraw  fiom  it  to 
return  home,  without  the  consent  of  the  judicatory. 

43.  The  moderator  of  every  judicatory,  above  the 
church-session,  in  finally  closing  its  sessions,  in  addition 
to  prayer,  may  cause  to  be  sung  an  appropriate  psalm 
or  hymn,  and  shall  pronounce  the  apostolical  bene¬ 
diction. 


